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--- Starts --- 

 

Alnwick War Memorial will benefit from a grant of £7,165 from the Grants for War Memorials 

scheme which is jointly funded by English Heritage and The Wolfson Foundation for the repair 

and conservation of freestanding war memorials in England. This scheme is administered by 

War Memorials Trust.  

 

The money, together with a contribution from Alnwick Town Council, will enable essential 

repairs and restoration work to be carried out on the War Memorial.  Most of the work needed is 

due to weathering which is an inevitable part of the history of all memorials.  The work will be in 

two main areas - the stonework (column and plinth) and the bronze work  (statues, plaques 

and lantern). The stonework will be re-pointed with lime mortar and organic growth removed. 

The unsightly flaking on the column and the damaged areas of stonework will be repaired to 

match surrounding stonework.  Green copper staining on stone blocks will also be removed or 

lessened.  The bronze elements have lost their original patina through natural weathering and 

the three figures are all covered in a dark layer due to pollution which will be removed.  Once 

cleaned the bronze work will be re-patinated returning it more like its original finish. The work is 

expected to start in September and will take about a week to complete.   

 

Alnwick Town Council, who have responsibility for the war memorial, submitted a War 

Memorials grant application after they had a Condition Survey done, in April 2014, which 

identified a number of areas of repair and conservation that needed to be carried out if the 

memorial was to be maintained for future generations.  The original recommendation for the 

repair work to the war memorial, and the subsequent grant application, was one of a number 

of interventions identified by the WWI sub group of the Town Council's Recreation & Amenities 

Committee. It will be one of a number of activities which Alnwick Town Council plan to 

undertake to commemorate WWI over the next four years.  

 

Bill Grisdale, Mayor of Alnwick, commenting on the award of the grant said, "the War Memorial 

is a key local landmark and as such is visible from many public viewpoints.  As the focus of 

each Remembrance Day service, Alnwick Town Council felt it was important that the memorial 

had this vital repair work undertaken, so we are delighted to have been awarded this grant.  

We feel sure that the proposed restoration work will be welcomed, particularly with the 

centenary of the start of WWI". 

 



 

 

Paul Ramsbottom, Chief Executive, The Wolfson Foundation said, "These memorials are a silent 

and beautiful witness to lives tragically lost in conflict. It is of great importance that they are 

maintained in excellent condition, and not least during this anniversary year. The Wolfson 

Foundation is pleased to be funding this programme of conservation work alongside English 

Heritage and War Memorials Trust."  

 

Roger Bowdler, Designation Director, English Heritage said, “War memorials are a precious and 

poignant part of our heritage.  They are found everywhere, and link the tragic impact of world-

wide conflicts with local communities across the land.  English Heritage is committed to helping 

local communities to cherish and protect their memorials.  We are delighted to be able to 

support this project in partnership with The Wolfson Foundation and War Memorials Trust.”  

 

Frances Moreton, Director, War Memorials Trust said, "War memorials are a tangible connection 

to our shared past creating a link between the fallen and today. It is vital we ensure all our war 

memorials are in the best possible condition for their age and the charity is delighted to work 

with English Heritage and The Wolfson Foundation to help local communities across England 

protect and conserve their war memorials." 

 

--- Ends --- 

 

Contact  

If you require further information on the War Memorial or the proposed work please contact 

Alnwick Town Council on 01665 714922 or email clerk@alnwick-tc.gov.uk. 

 

If you require further information on the Grants for War Memorials scheme then please contact 

War Memorials Trust on 0300 123 0764,  07586 920 153 or email conservation@warmemorials.org.  

 

Images 

The image(s) sent with this news release should be credited to Alnwick Town Council. 

 

Notes to editors  

 

1. Alnwick Town Council is one of about 150 Town and Parish Councils in Northumberland. They 

are responsible for a range of services across the town including allotments, play areas, 

Alnwick Cemetery and memorials.  

 

The Alnwick War Memorial is located on the junction of Denwick Lane and Bondgate 

Without in the centre of Alnwick.  It is the only free standing war memorial in the town and 

at almost 27 feet (8.2 metres) tall creates a significant landmark in the town for both 

residents and visitors.  The contractors used for the memorial were Hicks and Charlewood of 

Newcastle who designed the memorial and Roger Hedley of Newcastle who modelled the 

three bronze figures of a sailor, an airman and a soldier each with a reversed 303 rifle. 

Green & Sons of Warkworth were the main contractors and J W Singer of Frome, Somerset 



 

 

cast each of the 6' 6" figures which stand at each corner of the triangular base.  At the top 

of the column is an elaborate bronze and glass lantern with working light.  

 

Two bronze plaques are inscribed with a long list of those killed in the 1914-18 war and those 

in the 1939-45 war whilst two further plaques commemorate soldiers killed in Korea and 

Northern Ireland. 

 

Originally commissioned by the Alnwick War Memorial Committee, built on land donated 

by the Duke of Northumberland it was funded by public subscription.  The memorial was 

unveiled on November 11th 1922 and plays a significant role in the annual remembrance 

day service each November.  

   

2. Grants for War Memorials scheme is jointly funded by English Heritage and the Wolfson 

Foundation and is administered by War Memorials Trust.  The scheme supports the repair and 

conservation of freestanding war memorials in England.  Since 2000, nearly £900,000 has 

been given out for more than 250 projects all over the country.  Individual grants of £3,000 to 

£30,000 are available for up to 75% of costs for repair, conservation, cleaning and work to 

improve the legibility of inscriptions, along with professional fees and VAT.  The scheme has 

four deadlines a year 31st March, 30th June, 30th September and 31st December.  For further 

information visit www.warmemorials.org/grantsforwarmemorials/.     

 

3. English Heritage is the Government’s statutory advisor on the historic environment.  We 

provide advice on how best to conserve England’s heritage for the benefit of everyone.  

While most of England’s heritage is in private hands, we work with all who come into 

contact with it - landowners, businesses, planners and developers, national, regional and 

local government, the Third Sector, local communities and the general public -  to help 

them understand, value, care for and enjoy England’s historic environment. 

 

4. The Wolfson Foundation (www.wolfson.org.uk) is a charity that was established in 1955.  The 

Wolfson Foundation supports and promotes excellence in the fields of science & medicine, 

health & disability, education and the arts & humanities. All funding is based on expert peer 

review.  Over £750 million (£1.25 billion in real terms) has been awarded in grants to some 

10,000 projects over the last 58 years. 

 

5. War Memorials Trust is an independent registered charity. Established in 1997 due to 

concerns about neglect and vandalism it works to protect and conserve war memorials. It 

provides advice, information and administers grants schemes that assist the repair and 

conservation of war memorials across the UK. As a charity the Trust relies on voluntary 

contributions to undertake its work. Supporters include annual and life members, donors, 

charitable trusts and corporate contributors. www.warmemorials.org  

http://www.warmemorials.org/grantsforwarmemorials/
http://www.warmemorials.org/

