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Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on  

Thursday 8th August 2019 

in St James Church Rooms, Pottergate, Alnwick at 6.30m 
  

Present 
 
 

Cllrs L Wearn, S Allcroft, L Aynsley, P Broom, P Edge, W Grisdale,  
M Harrington, J Humphries, J Lyford, R Moore, S Patience, M Swinbank,  
A Symmonds, A Waton, G Watson and L Wood-Mitchell.  

In attendance W Batey, Town Clerk & Chief Officer; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk;  
T Kirton, Project & Funding Officer; Peter Hatley.  

C19/57 Questions from the public 
None. 

C19/58 Apologies for absence  
Cllr Castle and Mavin. 

C19/59 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Moore declared a non-pecuniary interest in County Council matters. 

C19/60 Welcome to our New Town Councillor and to agree Committee appointment 
Councillor Wearn welcomed Councillor Julia Lyford to the meeting as the new councillor for 
Clayport Ward. Councillor Lyford had indicated her preference to be on the Recreation & 
Amenities Committee. 

  RESOLVED: That Councillor Lyford be elected to the Recreation 
& Amenities Committee. 

C19/61 

 

Minutes of the Last meeting (11th July 2019) 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 11th July 2019 were tabled for approval.  
 RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2019 

were agreed as a true record. 

C19/62 Matters Arising 
None. 

C19/63 

 

Mayor’s Report  
The Mayor reported that on July 16th she had met the Northumbria in Bloom judges on 
their visit to Alnwick. She thanked the Assistant to the Town Clerk for her involvement and 
support of Alnwick in Bloom. 

She also reported that she had attended a photo shoot, in her capacity a Mayor, which 
had taken place on Lion Bridge to promote the Alnwick Music Festival.  

Councillor Symmonds said he knew how difficult it was to organise the Music Festival and 
asked Councillor Wearn, as one of the organisers, to pass on his thanks to the volunteers 
for their hard work.  

C19/64 Sustainable Transport Working Group – recommendations regarding terms of 
reference and electric charging points 
Sustainable Transport Working Group - Councillor Swinbank explained that the Sustainable 
Transport Working Group had been set up three years ago to address issues arising from 
the relocation of the DCHS. 

He reported that the Working Group reviewed their Terms of Reference annually and at 
this year’s review decided they would like to amend the name from Transport to Travel.  

He summarised the Terms of Reference for 2019-20, including the key activities: 
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 Champion the sustainable travel priorities, including Community Action Proposals, 
as laid out in the Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood Plan (ADNP) 

 Help to inform the Town Council on policy and action priorities for the forthcoming 
ADNP review 

 Support NCC in the emerging Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Planning 
(LCWIP) process, (which will be put in place in Alnwick in 2019) particularly with 
input of local knowledge 

 Ensure that the environmental and social impacts of all changes affecting 
sustainable travel are considered 

 Continue to appraise planning applications and champion accompanying sustainable 
travel infrastructure and promotion 

Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Points - Councillor Swinbank summarised the paper on EV 
Charging which had been circulated to councillors.  

He explained that there are two types of chargers – 50kw rapid chargers which charge in 
less than one-hour and Type 2 chargers (7-22kw) which take up to 5 hours to charge. At 
present in Alnwick there are 2 x 50kw rapid chargers in Greenwell Road and at Willowburn 
Leisure Centre, and 5 type 2 chargers at NCC’s Council Depot (2 x 22kw), Alnwick 
Infirmary (2 x private 7kw) and Blackshaws Garage (1 x 7kw).  

The report recommended that rapid chargers need to be located primarily out of the town 
centre, including on industrial estates and Type 2 chargers in the town centre would 
encourage visitors stay longer. The report also recommends that tourist business providers 
such as B&Bs also provide charging facilities for guests. NCC also needs to think about how 
publicly funded charging points are used for business use and the provision of an EV 
charging points infrastructure throughout Northumberland. 

Councillor Moore advised that NCC are putting in Rapid charging points. 

Councillor Allcroft suggested that slow EV charging points would benefit the town as 
people would stay longer. She thought that some on street EV charging points as in 
Newcastle would be helpful. 

 RESOLVED: To receive the updates, change the name of the 
Working Group to the Sustainable Travel Working Group 
and send the EV Charging report to NCC. 

C19/65 Update from: 

a) County Councillors 
Old DCHS site - Councillor Moore reported there that had been issues with litter on the old 
DCHS site and that this would now be cleaned regularly. 

Signage – Councillor Moore reported that there would be improvements to signage as NCC 
Highways had been asked to look at all the signage in Alnwick. This would include the 
‘new road layout sign’ which had been in place for ten years.  

Councillor Wearn reported that the Alnwick Garden sign pointing down Denwick Lane still 
had not been replaced. Councillor Moore advised that the Highways team would be looking 
at that. They would also be looking at the Narrowgate Pedestrianisation signage including 
the Road Closed signs ensuring that visitors know businesses are still open.  

Councillor Aynsley reported that although there had been a meeting with Richard McKenzie 
(NCC) the day before at which a number of actions had been agreed none of these had 
been done.  

Councillor Wearn asked if the last few parking spaces at the Chocolate Box end of Fenkle 
Street could be reviewed as parked vehicles were causing issues for the increased traffic 
using the road.  
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Councillor Waton said that there was no explanation about Narrowgate or how to 
comment on the pedestrianisation trial.  

Councillor Humphries asked if the signage review would include yellow development signs. 
Councillor Moore advised that they would be. 

Councillor Swinbank advised that he and Councillor Wearn had met with NCC Officers and 
had asked for agreed actions be implemented as quickly as possible. 

The Project & Funding Officer reported that he had been advised by NCC that the new 
Alnwick Garden brown sign was ready but needed to be installed. 

Councillor Broom reported that the A1 Berwick sign was still in place directing vehicles 
down Bondgate Within. He felt that a non through road sign was needed. 

Councillor Moore advised that it was a statutory requirement that the Road Closed signs 
had to be in place for a period of time. 

Councillor Waton reported that he had heard positive comment about Narrowgate. 

Councillor Aynsley felt that the only Narrowgate businesses benefitting were the cafes. 

Lindisfarne School site - Councillor Moore reported that £2m would be spent on the site 
and that plans were being drawn up for work to start in 2020. 

Aln Valley Railway - Councillor Moore reported that the line was being extended but that 
there were issues with the viaduct bridge. 

Alnmouth Station - Councillor Moore reported that the parking review was still being 
undertaken. 

Victoria Terrace – Councillor Moore reported that a crossing design was being worked up 
and the crossing installed in April 2020. 

Tour of Britain – Councillor Moore reported that the Tour of Britain would come through 
Alnwick on September 9th. 

Tourism Awards – Councillor Moore reported that people were being asked to vote for 
Northumberland in the National Tourism Awards. 

Councillor Symmonds reported that people were stopping their cars and parking on Lion 
Bridge in order to take photographs of the castle and asked if this could be looked at as 
part of the Highways review.  

Councillor Broom reported that the speed limit coming into Alnwick down Denwick Lane 
needed reducing earlier before the construction road for the Windy Edge housing 
development opens. 

Councillor Symmonds explained that he had personally objected to the Denwick Lane 
construction road and asked if a wheel washing point was in place. Councillor Swinbank 
advised that it was condition of the planning approval. 

b) Alnwick Forum 
The Project & Funding Officer reported that at the last Alnwick Forum meeting there was a 
presentation from Clive Dixon and Samantha on Alnwick Foodbank and its work. 

Martin Podevyn (MP) from NCC reported that the Narrowgate pedestrianisation Traffic 
Order will run for 18 months but the trial will probably last a year. He advised he would 
provide additional sample cobbles to those already supplied which were unsuitable.  

Lindisfarne School – design work ongoing at present. 
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Alnwick Forum is working towards another public consultation event towards the end of 
this year, hopefully at the newly completed Playhouse.  

Next Forum meeting is on 16th September which the Chamber of Trade are attending 
along with Martin Podevyn (NCC), to discuss Narrowgate pedestrianisation trials so far. 

Councillor Broom asked of there was an update on the Towergate building. The Project & 
Funding Officer advised that there was no update. 

Councillor Waton asked if there was an update on the Lindisfarne Sports Hall. The Town 
Clerk reported that there was a consultation being undertaken on current and future 
usage.  He advised that a full report would be presented at either the September or 
October Full Council meeting. 

Councillor Harrington reported that he had visited Kelso and had been impressed with the 
very smooth cobbles in the town centre. 

   RESOLVED: To receive the updates. 

C19/66 Local Transport Plan Priorities 2020/21 
The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council’s Local Transport Plan priorities for 2020-
21 were due to NCC by October 4th. He advised that he had received feedback from NCC 
on the Town Council’s LTPs from 2018-19 along with issues raised by residents. He 
advised that he would email this information out to councillors. He advised that the 
Sustainable Travel Working Group would discuss this at their next meeting on September 
5th (6.30pm at the Mechanics Institute), to which all councillors are invited. The meeting 
will recommend three LTPs for 2020-21 to the Full Council on September 12th. 
 RESOLVED: To agree the LTP process.   

C19/67 Consultation on Town Centre Groups 
The Project & Funding Officer reported that following the responses to the consultation a 
new Town Centre group would be formed. Investing in Alnwick would remain independent 
as this could be beneficial for future funding opportunities. 

The following recommendations were suggested: 

 The new group will be a Working Group of the Town Council and report to Full Council 
meetings 

 The new group will be called Alnwick Town Centre Partnership Team 
 The Town Council will provide administrative support 
 The Town Council’s representative will be the Mayor who will initially chair the meetings 

 The initial invited membership will be Alnwick Chamber of Trade; NCC, Alnwick Town 
Council, Alnwick Tourism Association, Freemen of Alnwick, Market Operator, 
Northumberland Estates, The Alnwick Garden and a representative of young people, 
plus four community representatives to be determined by the new group 

 For the new group to define the Terms of Reference, produce a Town Centre Strategy 
with a clear 20 year vision and having regard to the Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood 
Plan 

Councillor Swinbank thought the recommendations were a good way forward and that 
there was an urgency to progress some of the actions. He thought that membership 
needed to include young people.  

Councillor Waton felt the new group needed to be active which took actions forward. 

Councillor Wearn said she was keen to develop a long term strategy. 

Councillor Waton felt that it would be difficult for the Mayor to Chair the meetings and 
input into the meetings so thought that another councillor should also attend the 
meetings.  
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 RESOLVED: (i) To adopt the recommendations regarding the 
new group (Alnwick Town Centre Partnership Team);          (ii) 
Councillor Waton to attend the Town Centre meetings in 
addition to the Mayor. 

C19/68 Review of Polling Districts, Polling Places and Polling Stations 
The Town Clerk reported that NCC were conducting a review of Polling Districts, Polling 
Places and Polling Stations. Initially only Polling Places and Polling Stations were being 
reviewed and NCC were requesting comments by September 30th.  

The three Polling Stations within Alnwick were each marked against 15 criteria: 

Willowburn Sports Centre - met all 15 criteria. 

Lindisfarne Sports Centre - met all 15 criteria. 

Alnwick North Community Centre – did not meet 3 of the criteria – i) no disabled parking 
area or designated parking spaces; ii) pathways – uneven with no ramped or non-slip 
access; iii) entrance – uneven with no ramped or non-slip access. 

The Town Clerk asked if councillors had any suggestions as to alternative locations.  

Councillor Patience said access around Alnwick North Community Centre was difficult. 

Councillor Swinbank thought that NCC could explore alternative including the school. 

Councillor Patience felt that the Pottergate Centre could be an alternative location. 

Councillor Symmonds thought the car park at Alnwick North Community Centre was not 
very big. He also felt that the school should not be used as this disrupts the school.  

 RESOLVED: The Town Clerk to advise NCC of possible 
alternatives for Alnwick North Community Centre. 

                                      Peter Hately left the meeting. 

C19/69 Arrangements for new Town Clerk and the Probation period 
The Town Clerk advised that Peter Hately, who was taking over as Chief Officer and Town 
Clerk on October 1st has commenced work with the Town Council doing 5 days in August 
and will work full time from September 1st.  As it is a requirement of his appointment that 
he completes the Certificate of Local Council within 18 months he wishes to register for 
the qualification and join the Society of Local Council Clerks. The cost of this is £350 for 
registration and £293 for Society membership.  

Another condition of his appointment is that he completes a satisfactory 6 month 
probation period and the recommendation is that this is undertaken by the Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor and Chair of the Finance & Policy Committee. The Town Clerk advised that he is 
prepared to assist the Town Council with this in a voluntary capacity. 

 RESOLVED: To meet the £350 registration costs of the CiLCA 
qualification and £293 Society membership and agree that the 
Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Chair of the Finance & Policy 
Committee monitor the new Town Clerk’s probation period.  

                                      Peter Hately re-joined the meeting. 

C19/70 To Receive the Minutes of Committees  
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting (18th July 2019) were tabled to be received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
held on 18th July were received.  

Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting (25th July 2019) were tabled to 
be received.  
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RESOLVED: The minutes of the Recreation & Amenities 
Committee meeting held on 25th July 2019 were received. 

C19/71 Correspondence 
The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 
 

Date  Detail  Action if any 

22nd July RAF Boulmer – Details of Battle of Britain 
Service (Alnwick Garden 22nd Sept at 
10.30am followed by parade)  

Noted. Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor to 
attend. 

23rd July Culture Creative – Tour of Britain 
information – coming through Alnwick on 9th 
September 

Considered by 
Recreation & 
Amenities Committee 

29th July NCC – Confirmation of Uncontested Election 
Result 

Noted 

29th July NCC – Update on A1 underpass at 
Willowburn (i) 

Discussed 

31st July NCC – Annual Town & Parish Council 
Conference to be held on 3rd October 
(County Hall) (Afternoon) 

To decide delegates 
(ii) 

(i) The Town Clerk advised councillors that part of the Planning Approval 
for McDonalds a Condition was included to construct a slip road. 
McDonalds submitted a variation to extend the deadline for the slip 
road followed then an application to have the condition removed 
which was subsequently withdrawn. He reported that modelling work 
was currently being done on possible alternatives to improve the 
junction.  

(ii) The Mayor and Town Clerk to attend.  

 RESOLVED:  To receive the correspondence. 
 

 

C19/72 Financial Matters 

a) Payments 
The following invoices had been received/payments were due: 

PAYEE TOTAL VAT DETAIL  

James N Mclean Ltd £251.92 £41.99 Materials and Tools 

Petty Cash £140.00 £23.33 Fuel 

Syd Carr £16.99 £2.83 Paint for Column Field Seat  

Town and Country 
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

£5,520.00 £920.00 Tree Works Alnwick Cemetery 

Roger Daniel £59.05 £0 Train Fare Town Crier Event 

Wybone £2,200.28 £366.71 3 new Planters 

Davidson & Son £31.44 £5.24 LED Light tubes 

Diamond Business 
Systems 

£34.05 £5.68 Photocopying July 2019 

Playdale £714.41 £119.12 Play area parts 

Alnwick Markets £85.50 £0 Maintenance Willowburn Unit 
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Northumbrian Water £92.11 £0 Water Rates 

Depot Hire £258.00 £43.00 Skip hire 

DVLA £260.00 £0 Road tax for council van 

HCI Data £86.40 £14.40 Domain name 

Roger Daniel £65.00 £10.84 Hotel accommodation 

Syd Carr £47.25 £0 Mileage 

W R Batey £48.08 £3.86 
Town Clean Up Refreshments and 
reglazing of Town Charter 

TOTAL £9,918.48 £1,557.00  
  

 * Indicates LGA 1972 s137 Expenditure (Total £0). 

The following invoices were paid by direct debit & were reported for information: 

BT £47.18 £18.05 Greenwell Lane and Cemetery 
Paid 22nd July 

NEST £621.20 £0 Pension payments July 2019 

Biffa £98.30 £16.38 Cemetery Trade Waste July (paid 
30th Aug) 

npower £111.12 £5.29 Electricity – Cemetery Chapel 

npower £46.49 £2.21 Electricity – Cemetery Store 

npower £53.39 £2.54 Electricity – Robertson’s Fountain   

Barclays £26.13 £0 Bank charges June/July 2019 

 RESOLVED: To approve and authorise the above 
payments amounting to £9,918.48 and to note the 
direct debit payments of £1,003.81. 

C19/73 
 

 

Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Harrington reported that the bins in the Market Place were getting very 
full over the weekend period and that bigger bins were needed. The Town Clerk 
advised that the matter would be taken to the next Recreation & Amenities 
committee who were responsible for bins.  

Councillor Swinbank advised that the Food Festival hire additional bins.   

Councillor Aynsley said that she felt that a Harry Hotspur trail similar to the Oor 
Wullie trail in Edinburgh would be a good idea for Alnwick. She thought that the 
statues could be different colours. Councillor Wearn advised that the idea would be 
taken to the next Recreation & Amenities committee for discussion.  Councillor 
Swinbank suggested the idea also be discussed at the new Town Centre group. 

Councillor Broom reported that one of the planters on the cobbles had been knocked 
over. The Town Clerk advised that the driver had left his details and will be charged 
for the replacement plants and reinstalling the planter. 

Councillor Broom asked if NCC would be collecting glass as part of their doorstep 
collections. Councillor Moore advised that NCC were looking at the matter. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.02pm. 
 


