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Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee meeting held on 
Thursday 25th July 2019 

in the St James’s Church Centre, Pottergate, Alnwick at 7.00pm 
 

Present:   Councillors P Broom (Chair), P Edge, W Grisdale, M Harrington, G Mavin,  
  S Patience, A Symmonds and G Watson and L Wood-Mitchell. 
 

In attendance:  W Batey, Town Clerk; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk; T Kirton, Project & 
Funding Office and Peter Hately. 

RA 19/11 Apologies 
Councillor Swinbank. 

RA 19/12 Declarations of Interest 
Councillors Edge and Swinbank declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 9a) Play areas. 

Councillor Watson declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 9b) Allotments. 

RA 19/13 Approval of minutes of last meeting (23rd May 2019) 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on May 23rd were approved as true record. 
 

 RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 
May 23rd 2019 

RA 19/14 Matters arising not on the agenda  
RA 19/08 Market Place bull ring location – The Town Clerk advised that he had not 
response from NCC as yet. 

RA 19/09c Seat & Bins – Councillor Edge asked if there was an update on the seats in 
Narrowgate. The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council were purchasing three new 
planters, the same as the others in the town centre, for the ends of Narrowgate.  NCC 
Local Services team would put them in place on July 29th and plant them up. He added 
that NCC would be providing other street furniture.   

RA 19/15 

 

Budget Update 2019/20 

2019/2020 Budget The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the Recreation & Amenities 
Committee Income and Expenditure for 2019/20 as at July 25th 2019 highlighting the 
following lines: 

EXPENDITURE 

EVENTS: 

Payments made to:  

ALNWICK MARKETS – £500 grant. 

TASTE OF THE NORTH - £1,000 grant.  

THE SPRING SHOW - £200 grant. 

NORTHUMBERLAND PRIDE - £1,000 grant.  

The Town Clerk advised that since setting the budget, it has been announced that the 
Tour of Britain will come through Alnwick.  

The Assistant to the Town Clerk handed out the Tour of Britain information which had 
been received giving the route and information on publicity and potential activities. She 
reminded councillors that in 2015 and 2017 the Town Council had run a window 
dressing competition and, as these had been well received, she felt that this should be 
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run again in 2019. In 2017 1st place received £100; 2nd place £50 and 3rd place £25 
which she felt would be needed for 2019. She also advised that the route would be 
lined with bikes which the Project & Funding Officer was collecting. 

Councillor Patience advised that Gallery Youth would paint the bikes down at the 
Alnwick bike track. 

Councillor Watson suggested a budget of £300 to cover the prizes and the paint.  

 RESOLVED:  To allocate a budget of £300 to the Tour of 
Britain. 

PROJECTS:  

PETER’S MILL BRIDGE - £420 paid to contractor. Millstone will be installed shortly. 

FLAG POLE PROJECT - £55.95 paid for St George flag. 

TREE AND BULB PLANTING - £136.54 planting, £42.14 moving planters. 

HIGH STREET CLEAN UP FUND - £4,405.15 (grant of £4,500 now spent including 
£94.85 in 2018/19). 

ASSETS & SERVICES: 

WAGES – £4,565.84 for 3 months’ salary. (£12,000 added for part time handyman).  

PLAYGROUND EXPENSES – £730 for Wetpour, £160 for signage, £616.50 for annual 
ROSPA inspections, £46.42 for parts.  

TOWN HALL LIGHTING - £49.82 for qtr 1 electricity.  

ALLOTMENTS - £975.96 for qtr 1 water and £331.78 for fencing. 

DOG BINS / LITTER BINS – £3,440 for 8 new bins and £39.56 for parts. 

SEATS – £2,460.66 for 4 new seats and £170 for repairs. 

ALNWICK BIKE TRACK - £18 for fencing repairs. 

UNALLOCATED - £127.20 for Hotspur Statue sign.   

PLAY AREA REPLACEMENTS – £260 for grass mats at Bullfield Orchard Play Area. 

Councillor Edge asked if the Town Hall lights had been replaced. The Town Clerk 
advised that the four clock face bulbs had been replaced with LED lights but that they 
had proved not to be compatible with the existing fittings so the old bulbs had been 
reinstalled.  

INCOME 

Income so far received: 

Allotment rents £588, Bullfield Community Orchard Play Area grant £6,370; Friends of 
the Earth contribution towards Ribbon of Trees project £70.  

 RESOLVED:  To receive the budget update.  

RA 19/16 Alnwick Market operation – update and issues to consider 
The Project & Funding Officer had distributed a report on markets and how they 
operated in Northumberland and other market towns.  

The Town Clerk explained that as yet the Town Council had not been asked to have any 
input into the running of the markets and other Market Place events. He advised that 
there was a stakeholder meeting on August 9th which would discuss the current and 
future of Local Living and to which a representative of the Town Council is invited.  
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Councillor Watson advised he was happy to represent the Town Council at the 
stakeholder meeting on August 9th.  

Councillors discussed the matter and decided to wait until after the stakeholder meeting 
before discussing the matter further. 

 RESOLVED:  Councillor Watson to attend the stakeholder 
meeting on August 9th and defer further discussions until 
after the stakeholder meeting. 

RA 19/17 Updates: 

a) Play Areas and Bike Track 

The Town Clerk reported that the annual playground inspections had been 
undertaken and the report received. One piece of equipment at Swansfield Park 
had a rotten leg and a replacement had been ordered.  The other reports were all 
low risk.  

ALNWICK BIKE TRACK - The Town Clerk reported that a cabin had been installed on site 
for support workers. The track and grass maintenance were working well and the new part 
time town handyman post proving very useful. 

Councillor Patience added that the comfort cabin was on the area near to the barbecue.  
She advised that a summer programme was planned which would be publicised through 
Facebook and the website. She reported that there were some issues with the verge along 
Fisher Lane which were not being maintained. The contractor had been in touch about 
signage including directional signs from Shilbottle.  

GLOVERS GREEN PLAY AREA - The Project & Funding Officer reported that an invitation to 
quote had been sent out to contractors for new play equipment in the existing swing area. 

SWANSFIELD PARK PLAY AREA - The Project & Funding Officer reported that an invitation 
to quote had been sent out to contractors for Wetpour areas at Swansfield Park Play Area. 

b) Allotments 

ST JAMES’S – the Town Clerk reported that the site was now fully let. 

ST GEORGE’S – the Town Clerk reported that there were 2 overgrown plots to let. 

Councillor Watson reported that Town Council staff had repaired the broken gate and 
had done an excellent job.  

RATTEN ROW - the Town Clerk reported that there were some overgrown plots to let 
and that there was budget to clear and them, so that they can be let. 

c) Seats and Bins 

Seats – The Town Clerk reported that four new seats (2 x Stanford heritage and 2 
Phoenix) had been delivered. One heritage seat had replaced an old wooden seat opposite 
St Michaels’ Church and the other installed at the hospital end of Column Field. The 
Phoenix seats have been installed on Howling Lane at the bottom of Clayport Bank.  ATC 
have also had a request for a seat at one of the bus stops on Willowburn Avenue.  

Bins – The Town Clerk reported eight new bins had been purchased including 2 heritage 
bins with ashtrays. A heritage bin with an ashtray has replaced the bin at the end of 
Paikes Street and the other the broken bin near to Morrisons. Bins have also been 
installed at The Oaks roundabout and at the entrance to Willowburn Trading Estate.  The 
other bins are in stock awaiting locations. 
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Three more bins have been ordered including one for South Road near the old fire 
station.  
 

Councillor Patience reported that one of the bins at the Bullfield Orchard needed 
repairing. 
 

The Town Clerk advised that stickers could be purchased to put on all the bins indicating 
that they can be used for dog waste as well as general waste.  
 

Councillor Broom asked if the Town Council received many requests for memorial bins. 
The Town Clerk advised that they didn’t but that they had received one that day. 

RESOLVED: To accept the updates.  

RA 19/18 Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Patience reported that she had seen workmen undertaking work on the 
Cobbles and wondered what had been done. The Town Clerk advised that he would find 
out from NCC what work had been done.  

The Town Clerk advised that the samples of potential materials to repair the Cobbles had 
arrived in the office.  

 

Meeting closed at 8.25pm 

 

 

 

 


