
    
Minutes of the Cemetery Committee meeting held 

on Thursday 27th June 2019 

at the St James’s Church Centre, Pottergate, Alnwick at 6.00pm  

  

Present:  Cllrs J Humphries (Chair), S Allcroft, G Mavin, M Swinbank, A Symmonds and L Wearn.   

In attendance:  W Batey, Town Clerk; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk. 
 

CEM 19/01  Apologies  

None.  

CEM 19/02 

   

Declarations of Interest   

None.  

CEM 19/03  Minutes of Last Meeting – to raise any matters not covered by the agenda  

CEM18/44 The Town Clerk reported that a ceremony marking the unveiling of a new 

headstone for Sergeant John Hately had taken place in May and that it had been a very 

formal occasion with the Bishop of Newcastle of other dignitaries in attendance.  

CEM 19/04  Cemetery Activity  

The Town Clerk took councillors through the Cemetery activity data as at June 27th and 
explained that it had been a very quiet start to the year.  

The final figures for 2018-19 had been 32 burials and 10 ashes interred; 15 plots had 
been purchased with a burial and 11 plots purchased without a burial; the chapel was 
used on 13 occasions and there had been 5 out of parish burials. 

So far in 2019/20, there had been 3 burials.  He reported that 3 plots had been purchased 
with burial (in area 37A) and 6 without a burial (3 in 19A and 3 in 37A).  

Remaining plots – Old part area 19A has 7 plots available, the Natural Burial Area has 33 
plots available (6 have been sold but not used); area 37A (consecrated) has 37 plots 
available, area 37A (un-consecrated) has 16 plots available plus ashes plots.   

             RESOLVED: To note the activity update.   

CEM 19/05 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019/20 budget update   

The Town Clerk took councillors through the budget sheet as at 26th June 2019.  He 

explained that the figures in red were carried over from the 2018/19 budget. Expenditure 

for 2019/20 is currently £6,721.21 and he noted the following lines:  

Wages, PAYE – £5,281.97 for 2 months wages.   

Rates / water rates - £451.72 for NDDR.  

Machine repairs – £154.45 for tractor repair.    

Grounds – £385.76 (£201.44 for materials, £184.22 for trade waste).  

Income for 2019/20 is currently £7,585.00. 

Councillor Swinbank asked if there was evidence that more people were choosing to be 

cremated. The Town Clerk advised he would discuss this with the local funeral directors.   

Councillor Wearn asked if there were any areas in the cemetery for ashes. The Assistant 

to the Town Clerk advised that ashes could be buried in a purchased ashes plot, scattered 

on or buried in an existing grave. Councillor Humphries advised that a new ashes area 

was being created. 

RESOLVED: To receive the budget figures. 

 

 

 

  
  



CEM 19/06 Updates  

a) Works  

The Town Clerk reported that three quotes had been received for the path works including 
the path in the new area and were between £8k and £20k. He advised that he had 
arranged for another contractor to quote for the work. The cost of the works would be 
split between the New Area and Grounds Maintenance lines on the budget.  

Councillor Symmonds suggested thought that delegated authority should be 
given to the Chair of Cemetery Committee, in conjunction with the Town Clerk, 
to select a contractor for the path works.  

 RESOLVED: To give delegated authority to the Chair of 
Cemetery and the Town Clerk to select a contractor for 
the path works.  

 b) Tree Works and Lime Strategy  
Tree survey – The Town Clerk reported that, following the risk-based survey, the trees 
identified for felling had been done in March and the remaining tree works would be 
done by the end of June. Another survey would be undertaken in July when the trees 
were in leaf. 

He explained that the survey had identified the need to have a strategy for some of the 
older time trees. A meeting had taken place at the cemetery with Barry Wilson, NCC’s 
Tree Officer to look and the affected trees and discuss possible actions.  Barry had 
suggested pollarding some of the lime trees then review the remaining lime trees over a 
period of time.  The Town Clerk advised that he had asked the contractor to pollard 6 
lime trees, at a cost of approximately £2,000, but to leave the ones on the front 
boundary wall.  He advised that the work had been undertaken and issued photographs 
of the works. 

RESOLVED: To produce a formalised Lime Tree Strategy for 

review at the next Cemetery Committee meeting.  

Councillor Humphries reported that there was still an issue with dogs being allowed to 
run off their leads in the new area. He suggested that a fence was erected to stop entry 
into the area from Cawledge View.  

Councillor Swinbank advised that this was an established route for people so he would 

not advice removing the gate.  

Councillor Allcroft felt that people needed to be educated and suggested that dog bins 
close the Cawledge View entrance to the cemetery might help the situation. 

Councillor Wearn felt that dogs should be banned from the cemetery.  The Town Clerk 
advised that the Cemetery Committee had agreed to allow dogs in the cemetery as long 
as they were on leads as many people visited graves with the dogs. 

Councillor Swinbank thought that dog bins might help the situation. 

Councillor Mavin felt that messages on posts might help. 

The Town Clerk advised that if any new bins were on public land NCC could be asked to 
empty them but if they were in the cemetery itself then Town Council staff would have 
to empty them.  

CEM 19/07  

  

Request for Wooden Bench  
The Town Clerk explained that a request had been made to have a wooden bench in 
the ashes area instead of the usual recycled ones currently being installed.  The person 
enquiring liked the wooden bench on the main avenue which she understood came 
from Heighley Gate Garden Centre. 

Councillor Swinbank said that wooden benches were ok but that they needed to be the 
right sort of bench. He also felt that as a wooden bench would need maintaining a 
maintenance charge should be added to the cost of the bench. 



 

Councillor Symonds said he was not against a wooden bench but that it needed to be a 
robust one. 

It was agreed to ask her which bench she would like and for officers to decide if it was 
suitable for the cemetery. If suitable she would be asked to maintain the bench or pay 
for its maintenance. 

RESOLVED: To request details of the bench and review its 

suitability for the cemetery.  

CEM 19/08  

  

Cemetery Access Points  
The Town Clerk explained that a request from an elderly gentleman who is struggling to 
access the cemetery to visit the graves of his wife and son. He issued images of the 
routes concerned. 

The access from Willowburn Sports Centre, which he uses when his family bring him, 
does not belong to the Town Council and is an unmade path with a small step at the 
cemetery end. The other access route, which he had tried the previous week on his 
motorised scooter, is from Cawledge View but this does not have a dropped curb so he 
was not able to access the cemetery. 

Councillor Allcroft asked if the Town Council would be allowed to put slabs on the 
private land. 

Councillor Mavin felt that the request should be accommodated and that NCC be asked 
to install a dropped curb.  

RESOLVED: To ask NCC to install a dropped curb in Cawledge 

View.  
 

 CEM 19/09   Any Other Business   

The Assistant to the Town Clerk reminded councillors that the Northumbria in Bloom 

judges would be visiting Alnwick on July 16th. 

The meeting closed at 6.50pm  
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