
 

Full Council Page 1  

  
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on  

Thursday 10th October 2019 

in St James Church Rooms, Pottergate, Alnwick at 6.30m 
  

Present 
 
 

Cllrs L Wearn, S Allcroft, P Broom, G Castle, W Grisdale, M Harrington, 
J Humphries, J Lyford, R Moore, S Patience, M Swinbank, A Symmonds, A Waton, 
G Watson and L Wood-Mitchell.  

In attendance P Hatley, Town Clerk & Chief Officer; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk;  
T Kirton, Project & Funding Officer; Vanessa Proudlock (Northumberland Estates) 
and James Boyd (Alnwick Castle Ventures). 

C19/93 Questions from the public 
None. 

C19/94 Apologies for absence  
Cllrs Aynsley, Edge and Mavin. 

C19/95 Declarations of Interest 
Councillors Castle and Moore declared a non-pecuniary interest in County Council 
matters. 

C19/96 

 

Presentation by Vanessa Proudlock (VP) and James Boyd (JB) 
Vanessa Proudlock – Northumberland Estates reported that Northumberland Estates is 
aiming to improve its links with the local community and to help achieve this she had 
been employed as Community Engagement and Education Officer. 

VP explained that Northumberland Estates and their staff were doing a lot in the 
community, which was not always recorded, to provide help and support to local 
organisations which isn’t always know about. VP reported that Northumberland Estates 
staff had undertaken a charity bike ride and raised £4,000 for the RNLI. She advised that 
Northumberland Estates had created their own fund out of which local organisations can 
apply for grant which will be decided about by employees of Northumberland Estates. 

HospiceCare North Northumberland will be their first charity of the year and each 
department within Northumberland Estates has been targeted with arranging two 
community and social responsibility activities by the end of the year. 

VP finished by saying that progress has been made over the past few months to engage 
with the local community and which both management and staff were keen to continue.  
 
James Boyd – Alnwick Castle Ventures reported that the Harry Potter and Transformers 
franchises had certainly increased awareness and interest in Alnwick, especially in China. 
He explained that visitors who arrive by bus get a 15% discount on the production of 
their bus ticket and there discount tickets available at the Tourist Information Centres.  

He explained that Alnwick Garden and Castel sit on the National Tourism Board and that 
local events were also supported, for example the Harry Potter exhibition at Bailiffgate 
Museum was publicised on the back of their broomstick training tickets.   

The castle was also the starting point for the Macmillan Hike and the Sailors, Soldiers and 
Airmen’s Family Association (SSAFA) had used the state rooms for displays. 

Joust of the North – JB explained that this was unique in Britain and that of the 30 I the 
world who can do this 6 had come to Alnwick to take part. The idea was to expand this 
into the town and add medieval jesters in years 2 and 3. 
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Councillor questions/comments: 

Councillor Harrington commended VP and JB on the amount of national advertising.  

Councillor Moore asked how large the grant funding was and what type of organisations 
could apply. VP advised that the criteria being written at present.  

Councillor Wearn asked if there was upper and lower limit on the grant amount which 
could be applied for. VP advised that this would be in the criteria but that the maximum 
amount would be £10k. 

Councillor Symmonds asked how the future might develop between Northumberland 
Estates and the Town Council. VP advised that Northumberland Estates were keen to 
engage with the Town Council and felt there was a lot to be gained by working together. 
The Project & Funding Officer advised that both Northumberland Estates and The 
Alnwick Garden were part of the Alnwick Partnership. 

Councillor Swinbank felt it was a positive thing reaching out to the town. 

 RESOLVED: To receive the update. 

C19/97 

 

Minutes of the Last meeting (12th September 2019) 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 12th September 2019 were tabled for 
approval.  
 RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 12th 

September 2019 were agreed as a true record. 

C19/98 

 

Honorary Freeman 
The Mayor, Councillor Wearn, advised that she had received the required level of support 
from Town Councillors to propose William Robert Batey, as the first Honorary Freeman of 
Alnwick. This was seconded by Councillor Allcroft and agreed unanimously.   

 RESOLVED: To confer an Honorary Freeman award on William 
Robert Batey. 

C19/99 Matters Arising 
C19/65 Wheel cleaning – Councillor Symmonds asked if wheel cleaning facilities were in 
place at the end of the Windy Edge construction road. 

C19/84 The Town Clerk advised that a Climate Change meeting with residents who had 
indicated their interest had been arranged for October 21st at 5.30pm. 

C19/100 

 

Mayor’s Report  
The Mayor reported she had attended a Battle of Britain event at The Alnwick Garden on 
September 22nd. 

She had also attended the inaugural Alnwick Partnership meeting and reported that it hd 
been a very positive meeting. She advised that the next meeting would pull together a 
strategy of what the group will do. 

She had also attended Town and Parish Annual Conference at County Hall with the new 
Town Clerk on October 3rd. This had been mostly about Local Services but had been very 
interesting.  

She had will be presenting the awards at the Alnwick in Bloom presentation evening at 
The Alnwick Garden on October 11th and on the same night would be hosting Bill Batey’s 
retirement meal. 

She advised councillors that the Remembrance Sunday service and parade would be on 
November 10th at 2.30pm at St Paul’s Church.  
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C19/101 External Audit Completion and Publication of Accounts 
The Town Clerk reported that the Eternal Audit had taken place and that no issues had 
been found. He added that the necessary notices had been published. 

   RESOLVED: To receive the update. 

C19/102 Update from: 

a) County Councillors 
Councillor Castle reported that he had submitted his LTP priorities to NCC and that they 
had been aligned with the Town Council’s LTPs. 

Councillor Moore advised that he had also submitted his LTPs and that two were the 
same as the Town Council’s his 3rd was regarding a reduction in the speed limit at 
Deepdene in Lesbury.  

Councillor Moore reported that parking charges at Alnmouth Station had been reviewed 
and that local residents felt it was working well. 

Councillor Moore advised that a traffic survey would be undertaken on Lion Bridge to 
review if the 30mph area needed extending. 

Councillor Castle advised that the crossing outside the Co-op on Victoria Terrace would 
be installed. There had been two options – a zebra crossing or a pelican crossing and 
that NCC had felt a zebra crossing was the safest option. This type of crossing should 
make drivers more aware of pedestrians. Councillor Swinbank advised this had been 
added to the agenda for the next Planning Committee. 

Councillor Moore reported that he had met with an NCC Highways Officer to discuss the 
grassed area at St James’s roundabout. 

b) Business Forum 
The Project & Funding Officer reported that the Business Forum last met on August 21st 
with well over 30 local business people attending. Neil Schneider, recent Chief Executive 
of Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council, presented on his masterminding of Stockton’s town 
centre retail transition working with local Stockton businesses and Bill Grimsey. The 
intention was to hear about the creative ideas Stockton had to repurpose the town centre 
as a cultural and tourist destination.  Neil’s presentation was interesting, inspiring and 
well received and he has offered to further help Alnwick with advice and guidance.  

The next Business Forum will be held in the St. James Centre from 5.30pm on November 
20th when the new Mayor of North of Tyne, Jamie Driscoll, will present on how the Town 
Council and the businesses of Alnwick can work with North of Tyne to achieve economic 
development and improvements.  

The Town Clerk advised that NCC had produced a feasibility brief for the bus station site. 

Councillor Waton thought that the brief should have more scope to include café for 
drinks. He also felt that toilets would bring potential issues.  He added that the feasibility 
study could not be a desk exercise and that it could feed into a steering group.  

Councillor Allcroft felt that part of the issue was that not enough buses used the bus 
station. 

Councillor Swinbank asked about the timescale for the Town Council.  

Councillor Patience explained that the Alnwick Forum had talked about including wider 
areas so the scope could be expanded. 
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Councillor Lyford felt that the study should include feedback from users including those 
with disabilities.  

The Town Clerk advised that this would be on the Alnwick Forum agenda and that the 
key thing was to come up with a project brief. 

Councillor Castle advised that NCC now had funding the pay for the feasibility study and 
that without a project brief the study would be delayed.  

Councillor Broom wondered if Morrisons planned to expand their store. Councillor Wearn 
advised that Morrisons had said not at present.  

Councillor Waton did not think that the Town Council were going to define the brief for 
the feasibility study. Councillor Castle advised that the Town Council were only being 
asked what they wanted included. The Town Clerk advised that the Alnwick Forum could 
be asked to give a broad range of options for the Town Council to consider.  

Councillor Watson thought that the Alnwick Forum could look at the report that was 
produced in 2008. 

Councillor Wearn felt that the Town Council had already asked for a number of options.   

c) Alnwick Partnership 
The Town Clerk reported that the first meeting of the new Alnwick Partnership group had 
taken place.  Officers were suggesting that a budget of £2k be allocated to the Alnwick 
Partnership if other members contribute.  

Councillor Swinbank felt clarification was needed on who would agree how the money 
was spent. 
 RESOLVED: i) To receive the updates, ii) To confirm the bus 

station feasibility study brief and ask for a wide range of 
options, iii) To agree to allocate a budget of £2k to the 
Alnwick Partnership with delegated authority to the Mayor 
and Town Clerk on how it is spent. 

C19/103 Rural Services Network  
The Town Clerk explained that the Rural Services Network (RSN) are seeking to establish 
a Rural/Market Towns Grouping which they have asked the Town Council to join along 
with 200 other Local Councils. There are only two towns in Northumberland who have 
been asked to join. Alnwick and Hexham.  The aim of the group would be to influence 
central government on issues particular to rural/market towns and the annual cost would 
be £130. 

Councillor Waton was not sure how useful it would with so many members.  

Councillor Castle thought it was a good idea to join. 

Councillor Humphries wondered what they would influence. Councillor Wearn advised 
that areas would include rural health and travel.   

 RESOLVED: To join the Rural Services Network.   

C19/104 Utilities Contracts  
The Town Clerk advised councillors that four out of the five electricity contracts were up 
for renewal shortly and that, to get the best choose and prices, the best route was 
through a broker. The figures received so far showed the comparison of prices between 
the different types of supply: 

   £2,500k with current energy type 
   £2,500k for standard brown products 
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   £2,860 for green energy 

He advised that the final figures could be lower and asked councillors which type of 
supply there wanted him to prefer. 

Councillor Allcroft felt there did not seem to be much of a difference for a green supply. 

Councillor Grisdale advised that Swansfield Park School were trying to co-ordinate with 
other local schools to get a better deal.  

Councillor Castle advised that there was a Climate Change event at County Hall in 
November.  

Councillor Symmonds asked how the energy was green. Councillor Wearn advised that 
the suppliers buy their energy from renewable sources.   

Councillor Harrington advised that green credentials only used some of the output and 
that an energy assessment was needed on all buildings. He advised that costs could be 
reduced by other measures other than buying a cheaper supply. 

Councillor Swinbank advised that the Town Council were looking at each of their 
buildings and assets to see how bills can be reduced.  

Councillor Waton said this would help the Town Council with its Carbon Neutral agenda. 

 RESOLVED: To give delegated authority to the Town Clerk in 
consultation with the Mayor and the Chair of Finance & Policy 
to source a new green energy supplier even if the costs are 
marginally higher than a brown tariff.  

C19/105 To Receive the Minutes of Committee 
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting (19th September 2019) were tabled to be 
received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
held on 19th September were received.  

Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting (26th September 2019) were 
tabled to be received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Recreation & Amenities 
Committee meeting held on 26th September were received.  

C19/106 Correspondence 
The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 
 

Date  Detail  Action if any 

16th Sept Invitation to tour West Sleekburn Recycling 
Centre on Tuesday 5th November at 11am or 
Tuesday 5th December at 11.00am 

Councillors wanting to 
attend should notify the 
Clerk (i) 

17th Sept Notification of Borderlands Conference on 
Monday 25th November at Slaley Hall 

Mayor & Project and 
the Project & Funding 
Officer to attend, any 
other councillors 
wishing to attend to 
notify the Clerk (ii) 

19th Sept NALC e-news Available from the 
Town Clerk on request  

(i) Councillors Watson and Harrington advised that they would like to 
attend 
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(ii) Councillor Wood-Mitchell advised that she would like to attend the 
Borderlands Conference 

 RESOLVED:  To receive the correspondence. 
 

 

C19/107 Financial Matters 

a) Payments 
The following invoices had been received/payments were due: 

PAYEE TOTAL VAT DETAIL  

Blackshaw's Alnwick £49.95 £0.00 Van MOT paid 19/09/19 

Alnwick Town Juniors 
FC 

£30,000.00 £0.00 Alnwick Town Juniors FC 

Playdale Playgrounds £223.54 £37.26 
Playground replacement 
equipment – Swansfield 
Park 

Northumberland CC £5,690.41 £948.40 
Additional evening cleanse 
of PC’s 

Marmax £450.12 £75.02 Cemetery bench 

Diamond Group £24.57 £4.09 
Office printer / copier 
charges for Sept 

Northumberland CC £2,380.00 £0.00 
Painting of decorative 
street lighting columns in 
town centre 

PKF Littlejohn LLP £1,200.00 £200.00 External Audit 2018/19 

The Northumberland 
Estates 

£2.86 £0.00 Sawn post – allotments 

Glasdon £2,033.47 £338.91 
2 benches for Narrowgate 
(to be funded by County 
Councillors) 

Pickard Electricals £444.00 £74.00 
Electrical Condition reports 
for Cemetery Buildings  

Northumberland Tree 
Surveys 

£135.00 £0.00 Tree survey at Cemetery 

Rix Petroleum North 
East 

£806.85 £38.42 Gas oil – Cemetery 

St James’ Church 
Centre 

£150.00 £0.00 
Room hire – 11/07/19 – 
12/09/19 

St James’ Church 
Centre 

£21.25 £0.00 Room hire – 20/09/19 

Northumberland CC 
(Payroll Sept) 

£14,366.24 £5.83 Payroll September 2019 

W R Batey £59.12 £9.85 
£50.62* Remembrance Day 
refreshments & £8.50 keys 
for Willowburn unit 
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W R Batey £303.30 £0.00 Mileage April - September 

Swansfield View 
(Chocolate Spa) 

£88.02 £4.19 

Contribution to CCTV 
electricity costs for camera 
at Chocolate Spa (15/12/16 
to 17/8/19) 

J Pibworth  £180.00 £0.00 Mileage Jul - September 

T Kirton £43.65 £0.00 Mileage September 

S Carr £19.35 £0.00 Mileage September 

James McLean £0.00 £0.00 Building Materials 

Fife Plant Hire £232.08 £38.68 
Sand, cement and paving 
slabs  

J S Lunn & Sons £5,324.44 £0.00 Cemetery arch  

Pickard Electricals £139.50 £23.25 
Work on Town Hall to fix 
spur for CCTV  

Northumberland 
County Council  

£10,800.00 £0.00 
Payment for spring and 
summer bedding 

Sportsworld (NE) Ltd £104.98 £17.50 
Sweatshirts for outdoor 
staff 

TOTAL £76,972.70 £1,815.40   
  

 * Indicates LGA 1972 s137 Expenditure (Total £0). 

The following invoices were paid by direct debit & were reported for information: 

NEST £987.95 £0 Pension payments Aug 2019 

Biffa £98.30 £16.38 Cemetery Trade Waste Aug (paid 30th Oct) 

Barclays £29.21 £0 Bank charges Aug/Sept 2019 

In addition the grant payments to Local Living for £1,500 Local Living grant 
(£1000) and Alnwick Market grant (£500) and Alnwick Spring Show for £200 
were agreed. 
 RESOLVED: To approve and authorise the above payments 

amounting to £81,463.97 and note the direct debit 
payments of £3,451.39. 

b) Mandate changes  
The Town Clerk reported that following a review of the bank accounts and 
investments he recommended that the following changes be made to the bank 
mandates: 
i) Barclays Bank accounts – add Councillor Wearn to the list of authorised 

signatures. 
ii) Santander investment – add Councillors Wearn and Watson to the list of 

authorised signatures.  

 RESOLVED: To add Councillor Wearn to the list of 
authorised signatures for the Barclays Bank accounts and 
add Councillor Watson to the list of authorised signatures 
for the Santander investment. 
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c) Income and Expenditure Account 
The Town Clerk presented the mid-year Income & Expenditure account (as at 
September 30th 2019), summarising the accounts where there had been 
significant changes from 2018/19 or which had been added in 2019/20.  

RESOLVED: To receive the mid-year Income & 
Expenditure account update. 

C19/108 

 

 
 

 

Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Broom explained that the Energy Performance Audit needed doing on all 
the buildings the Town Council are responsible for.  Councillor Swinbank advised that 
this was an agreed action for the Climate Change Working Group.  

Councillor Patience reported that the Shambles ladies still had not been repaired. 
 

The public meeting closed at 8.21pm. 
 

C19/109 
 

 

PRIVATE AGENDA ITEMS 

Exclusion of the Public and Press  

The following resolution was moved and seconded, to exclude the public and press.  

“That pursuant to Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business, on 
the grounds that if members of the public were present during the discussion of this 
item there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in Section 
100 1 and paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act”.  The items 
discussed were: 

1. Approval of the minutes of the private item of September 12th 2019 
2. Lindisfarne Sports Centre Update  

 
 


