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Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee meeting held on 
Thursday 26th September 2019 

in the St James’s Church Centre, Pottergate, Alnwick at 7.00pm 
 
Present:   Councillors P Broom (Chair), M. Swinbank, J. Lyford, W Grisdale, M Harrington,  
  S Patience, A Symmonds and G Watson and L Wood-Mitchell. 
 
In attendance:  W Batey, Town Clerk; P. Hately, (incoming) Town Clerk and T Kirton, Project & 

Funding Officer. 

RA 19/19 Apologies 
Councillors P Edge and G Mavin. 

RA 19/20 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Broom and Peter Hately (Christmas lights), Councillor Broom (Alnwick in 
Bloom), Councillor Watson (Spring Show), Cllrs Grisdale and Patience (Music Festival) 
declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 6, Grant Applications for Events. 

RA 19/21 Approval of minutes of last meeting (25th July 2019) 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on July 25th were approved as true record. 

 RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 
July 25th 2019 

RA 19/22 Matters arising not on the agenda  
None. 

RA 19/23 

 

Budget Update 2019/20 

2019/2020 Budget: The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the Recreation & Amenities 
Committee Income and Expenditure for 2019/20 as at September 26th 2019 
highlighting the following lines: 

EXPENDITURE 

EVENTS: 

Payments made to:  

ALNWICK MARKETS – £500 grant paid for Easter Market plus a further £500 paid for 
Spring Market. 

MUSIC FESTIVAL - £453.53 paid to NCC, £570 for street entertainment, £2,603 grant, 
(storage £650).  

TOUR OF BRITAIN – Window comp. prizes £200, paint and materials £71.55.  

THE SPRING SHOW - £200 grant. (Storage £300(, a further £200 to be paid. 

There are still a number of events to come forward including Remembrance Sunday, 
the Christmas Lights and the Light Parade. Some of these events have a storage cost 
attached to them and these were shown on the circulated spreadsheet. The Town 
Council had agreed to take any storage costs out of grants and give this to Local Living 
as the Willowburn unit licence holder, however owing to the poor state of the unit no 
rent is expected to be charged by the landlord from now until vacation of the unit next 
year (probably May). This raised the question of what happens to the 2019-2020 
storage cost payments.  The two alternatives are to: 
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(a) return the storage cost payments to the organisations concerned or  

(b) place the storage cost money received into a reserve for future storage costs and 
any costs of making them fit for purpose.  

It is proposed to move all the items at the Willowburn unit into the two garages at the 
back of NEED’s site next year but we have not yet been advised of the costs of this nor 
the terms and conditions as ATC has not been directly involved in any of Local Living’s 
negotiations with NEED. It is also unknown at this stage how much space will be 
required. It is likely that ATC will need to take on the Licence to Occupy for any future 
storage.  
 RESOLVED:  To place the storage cost monies received 

into a reserve towards future storage costs.  

PROJECTS:  

WORLD WAR 1 ANNIVERSARY – Bench in production at Stephen Lunn’s workshop 

TOWN CLEAN-UP – Small expenditure of £19.32 for refreshments not budgeted for.  

ASSETS & SERVICES: 

BUS SHELTERS – Wagonway Road bus shelter has been re-roofed. 

ALNWICK BIKE TRACK – Final £1,215.37 payment on Bike Track contract. 

Councillor Watson asked whether the Greenwell Road “Town Centre” sign wording 
could be painted in a lighter gold to stand out; The Town Clerk advised that the 
contractor who painted the gold lettering onto the fingerposts had been asked to 
supply a tin of gold paint.  

The Town Clerk advised that the Alnmouth Road bus shelter requires work, including 
possibly a new roof and fascia boards.  

The Town Clerk reminded the meeting that up to £5,000 has been allocated by the 
Council for a new map case and fingerpost sign at the Bus Station.  

Councillor Patience requested that consideration be given to the installation of a shelter 
and seat on Willowburn Avenue, opposite Tustain’s garage and Greensfield Court and it 
was agreed that this should be investigated. Depending on land ownership a small 
yearly ground rent payment may need to be made here.   

 RESOLVED:  To receive the budget update.  

RA 19/24 Grant Applications for Events 

a) 2019/20  
The Town Clerk reported that an application had been received from Alnwick Chamber of 
Trade for Halloween events in the town centre. The Chamber intended to work with The 
Alnwick Garden, DCHS and businesses to encourage more town centre footfall over the 
Halloween week, including attracting footfall from The Alnwick Garden into the town 
centre. £2500 had been requested from the Council to cover the costs of costumes, 
music and lights for a “flash mob”, funding for prizes for a town centre shop window 
competition, illumination of the Hotspur Tower, the Harry Hotspur statue and the Town 
Hall in green for the week and promotional leaflets and other marketing. The Christmas 
Lights Committee are arranging the lighting and will provide the “spider light” for the 
week. The Chamber has also applied to other funders, including NCC’s Cultural Fund, for 
£2,500 but any award from NCC would be more likely to be in the range of £1,000 to 
£2,000 and the timing for this NCC application is very tight, with the deadline for 
submission being 17th October.  
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Councillors Broom and Swinbank had both attended a recent meeting of the Chamber of 
Trade and had been impressed with the huge enthusiasm for events such as this; the 
Chamber was now involved with the Christmas lights for the first time.  

The Town Clerk advised that there were no accounts included in the application as Lisa 
Aynsley, the new Chair of the Chamber of Trade, has been unable to obtain information 
from the Chamber’s bank.  

The Chamber of Trade intends to put in £500 to £1,000 of its own funding plus volunteer 
time.  
 RESOLVED:  To contribute up to £2,500, subject to the 

receipt of accounts and contributions to the project from 
others towards the Chamber of Trade Halloween events. 
The final award amount to be delegated to the Town Clerk  
to agree with the Chair of Recreation & Amenities 
Committee. 

b) 2020/21 

Spring Show:  Councillor Watson left the meeting.  

 RESOLVED:  To give a grant of £700 to the Alnwick Spring 
Show. 

Councillor Watson re-joined the meeting. 

Councillors Patience and Grisdale left the meeting. 

Music Festival: The Town Clerk reported that, although the 2019 accounts have not 
been produced yet, the Music festival had made substantial losses this year partially 
because of bad weather and as a result the Music Festival’s reserves have been 
depleted. There is more hope for 2020 with the Music Festival possibly moving back into 
the Market Place and the refurbished Playhouse and Northumberland Hall both being 
available. Hopefully with better weather; costs are estimated at £19,500 and the festival 
organisers have asked for a £200 increase in ATC grant from 2019’s £4,800 to £5,000. 
They have also applied for NCC Cultural Fund for two winter events which will raise 
funding for the main summer event. 
 RESOLVED:  To give a grant of £4,800 to Alnwick 

International Music Festival. 

Councillors Patience and Grisdale re-joined the meeting. 

Councillor Broom and Peter Hately left the meeting and Councillor Swinbank took the 
Chair. 

Alnwick Christmas Lights: The Town Clerk reported that the Christmas Lights 
Committee had suffered a significant fall in donations and sponsorship in 2019-20; 
although they are hopeful of a grant for 2020-21 from a local business this will not be 
previous years’ levels. It was expected that sponsorship will fall from £7,000 this year to 
£5,000 next year. The Christmas Lights Committee is requesting ATC support of £6,000 
for next year.  
 RESOLVED:  To give a grant of £6,000 to Alnwick 

Christmas Lights. 

Councillor Broom and Peter Hately re-joined the meeting and Councillor Broom resumed 
in the Chair. 
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Alnwick in Bloom: AiB have again won a series of gold awards from Northumbria in 
Bloom this year. AiB has requested ATC grant funding of £5,900 a rise of £1,900 on the 
2019-2020 award of £4,000. The Town Clerk reported that the AiB year-end is October 
11th so the accounts are not yet available.  

 RESOLVED:  That the Council consider Alnwick in Bloom’s 
application in November, after the AiB year-end accounts 
have been received.  

Events: The Town Clerk reported that the funding requests from some organisations are 
unknown at this stage, e.g. Alnwick Market, the Lantern Parade and the Big Sing, for 
which ATC would normally fund the stage costs. Northumberland Pride is likely, but not 
certain, to be held elsewhere in Northumberland in 2020 as it has been held in Alnwick 
for the last two years however it was proposed to keep the budget for this in place at 
this stage in case this changed and Alnwick is again the venue.  

 RESOLVED:  To set the remaining events budgets for 
2020/21 at the same levels as 2019/2020.  

RA 19/25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RA 19/26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RA 19/27 

 

 

 

Ideas for VE Day Commemorations – 8th May 2020 
The Town council meeting held on 12th September had heard that the May Bank Holiday 
in 2020 would be held on Friday 8th May in order to enable and encourage 
commemoration and celebrations of the 75th anniversary of VE Day. It was agreed that 
the Projects and Funding Officer would work with volunteer members of the Town Council 
to identify, develop and cost potential commemoration activities for that weekend. 
Councillors Symmonds and Watson volunteered to work with the Projects and Funding 
Officer on this.  

It was also agreed that the above should be raised at the next meeting of the full Town 
Council on October 10th. 

 RESOLVED:  Councillors Symmonds and Watson to work 
with the Project & Funding Officer to consider possible 
activities. 

Councillor Symmonds left the meeting at 8.38pm. 

Public Toilets in Alnwick 

The Town Clerk reported that NCC has approached the Town Council regarding taking 
over the ownership, management and maintenance of the current NCC public toilets in 
Alnwick. NCC has stressed that if the Town Council declines this invitation there will be no 
threat to Alnwick’s public toilets.   

NCC are currently planning schedules of work to each set of toilets which would be 
undertaken prior to any transfer. NCC has stated that it could provide the refurbishment 
budget to the Town Council on the basis that the Town Council could be able to get the 
works done at a lower cost. NCC now invites expressions of interest for further details. 

 RESOLVED:  That the Town Council will express interest in 
the proposal and request from NCC a list of works and 
details of current NCC budgets for Alnwick’s public toilets.  

Market Place Bins:  Photographs of alternative designs of potential replacement Glasdon 
heritage bins were circulated; these could accommodate a standard wheelie bin and would 
effectively double the capacity of current provision.   

Councillor Wood-Mitchell left the meeting at 8.50pm. 
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RA 19/28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCC have advised that there is nowhere in Northumberland where they have recycling 
from street bins as they get contaminated with non-recyclable waste however there may 
be a trial soon and Alnwick could apply to NCC to be involved in the trial.  

 RESOLVED:  That the Town Council purchase and install 
four new, higher capacity Glasdon heritage bins in the 
Market Place.  

Updates: 

a) Play Areas  

The Town Clerk reported that the repair works to the zip wire at Alnwick North are 
imminent. These will cost £5,300, of which the two County Councillors are putting in 
£4,000 and NCC is putting in £500.  

Glovers Green: The Projects and Funding Officer reported that three firms had 
responded to the Town Council’s invitation to quote to a maximum of £10,000, for 
refurbishment works at Glovers Green quadrangle; two of these were minimal whilst the 
third quote was substantially in excess of the budget limit. 

RESOLVED:  i) To undertake the refurbishment of the current 
swings, with two new swings to be fitted and the swing frame 
being fully restored and repainted, ii) To arrange for the 
replacement of the current Wetpour under the swing frame, 
iii) To provide and install a new bench in the play area.  

Swansfield Park Wetpour replacement: The Projects and Funding Officer reported 
that two firms had responded to the Town Council’s invitation to quote for these works, 
at a cost of £12,297.70 and £9,018 respectively.  

RESOLVED:  That Abacus Playgrounds be contracted to 
undertake this work at a cost of £9,018.  

b) Allotments 

ST JAMES’S – the Town Clerk reported that the site was now fully let.  

ST GEORGE’S and – ST JAMES’S: The Town Clerk reported that there are hedge works to 
be undertaken.  

Cleanouts of some hard to let allotment sites will be centred on ST. George’s and Ratten 
Row.  

The Alnwick Medical Group and The Alnwick Garden are interested in taking on allotment 
sites. The Town Council will be meeting them to discuss options.   

RESOLVED: To accept the updates.  

RA 19/29 Any Other Urgent Business 

There was no other urgent business.  

 

Meeting closed at 9.25pm 

 


