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Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on  

Thursday 12th December 2019 

in St James Church Rooms, Pottergate, Alnwick at 6.30m 
  

Present 
 
 

Cllrs L Wearn, L Aynsley, P Edge, G Castle, W Grisdale, M Harrington,  
J Humphries, J Lyford, G Mavin, S Patience, M Swinbank, A Symmonds, A Waton 
and G Watson.  

In attendance P Hatley, Town Clerk & Chief Officer; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk;  
Lisa Bellamy (Alnwick Area Friends of the Earth). 

C19/128 Questions from the public 
None. 

C19/129 Apologies for absence  
Cllrs. Allcroft, Broom, Moore and Wood-Mitchell. 

C19/130 Declarations of Interest 
Councillors Edge, Swinbank and Patience declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 4. 
Alnwick Friends of the Earth presentation. 

Councillors Castle, Grisdale and Patience declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 10. 
Alnwick Bike Track. 

Councillor Castle declared a non-pecuniary interest in County Council matters. 

C19/131 

 

Presentation by Lisa Bellamy (LB) Alnwick Area Friends of the Earth (FoTE) 
LB summarised the report entitled The Climate Emergency which had been circulated to 
councillors. She advised that Alnwick area Friends of the Earth were organising a public 
meeting, fair and tree planting event at the Duchess Community High School on Saturday 
29th February. The aim of the event was to engage with the wider community to raise 
awareness of the climate emergency and share ideas focusing particularly on tree 
planting. LB advised that FoTE would welcome the Town Council’s involvement in the 
event and to be a partner in the process. 

LB advised that the draft costing for the event was around £800. 

Councillor questions/comments: 

Councillor Castle asked if Northumberland County Council were involved. LB advised that   
they weren’t involved at this stage but that discussions with NCC’s Climate Change 
Officer would be useful. 

Councillor Lyford thought that younger school children, alternative school pupils, and 
pupils at Forest Schools, also needed to be engaged. 

Councillor Mavin asked where the tree planting was planned. LB advised that the area for 
planting had yet to agreed.  

Councillor Watson asked how many trees would be planted? LB advised this would 
depend on the available funding and space. 

Councillor Wearn asked if councillors were in favour of supporting the event. 

Councillor Mavin thought the Town Council could contribute towards the cost of 
purchasing the trees. 

Councillor Castle asked if the tree planting was planned on school land. LB advised that 
this was still in discussion. 
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Councillor Waton asked how the event would be publicised and how she saw the Town 
Council being involved. LB advised that the Town Council could be a speaker at the event 
or have a stall. 

Councillor Castle suggested contacting the Community Engagement Officer at The 
Alnwick Garden to ask if they would be involved. 

Councillor Waton supported Councillor Mavin’s suggestion for the Town Council to 
purchase the trees and contribute towards the running costs. 

Councillor Watson felt that the Finance & Policy Committee should make the decision 
about the Town Council’s involvement. 

Councillor Harrington felt that, as this was an event, a grant application should be made. 
The Town Clerk advised that that was the usual process but as this was potentially a 
partnership event other budgets could be used. 

Councillor Wearn said that although she was in favour of the event, she was not in 
favour of the Town Council paying any running costs for a political event. LB advised that 
FoTE would like it to be a partnership event. 

Councillor Lyford felt that as it was primarily educationally it should be supported. 

Councillor Harrington thought the Town Council should be cautious as it could mean that 
organisations who came to give presentations to Full Council would be requesting 
money. He felt that it needed to go to the appropriate committee for discussion.   

Councillor Castle said he supported the event as it was a major area of interest for the 
Town Council.  

Councillor Wearn advised that a Finance & Policy Committee Extraordinary Meeting could 
be held ahead of the next Full Council meeting. 

Councillor Lyford felt that the money should not be paid directly to Friends of the Earth. 

 RESOLVED: To organise a Finance & Policy Committee 
Extraordinary meeting to what help and funding the Town 
Council should give to the event on February 29th. 

C19/132 

 

Approval of the Minutes of the Last meeting (14th November 2019) 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 14th November 2019 were tabled for 
approval.  
 RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 14th 

November 2019 were agreed as a true record. 

C19/133 Matters Arising 
None. 

C19/134 

 

Mayor’s Report 
The Mayor reported that it had been a busy month with various meetings and events. 

22nd November – Christmas Lights Switch on – She attended the lights switch on 
with the Duchess which was a very successful evening.  The Lights Switch on was a joint 
affair with the actual switch being pressed by a little girl and Mr Malhotra from the 
Malhotra group who are building the Dementia care home in Alnwick and who is 
sponsoring the Christmas lights for the next 5 years.  The group will also be launching a 
job fair in the near future to recruit 400 employees. 

25th November – Borderlands funding conference, Staley Hall 
Attended this conference with the Project & Funding Officer.  The conference was rather 
frustrating with more than a little confusion about what they were trying to achieve and 
what the process was. 
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Borderlands has 6 themes: 

Digital; Business; Energy; Place; Destination; Rural Innovation with the following 6 
projects due to start in 2020: 

Mountain Bike Innovation in Glentress - 10m GBP 
Dairy Innovation 8m GBP 
Carlisle Station 15m GBP 
Alnwick Garden 5m GBP 
Borderlands Railway between Carlisle and Tweedmouth 10m GBP 
Green Energy (incl. improvement in digital and mobile infrastructure) 31m GBP 
 
A Business Infrastructure in S Scotland worth 7m GBP is also planned. 

It is expected that there will be 5,500 jobs created through these projects and an 
increase of 4m tourists to the area. 

There will be 3 jobs created to help deliver the project from the Borderlands Central 
Office. 

9th December – Community LED Housing - a meeting with Gallery Youth to discuss 
the possibility of a Community led Housing project in Alnwick. It was proposed that this 
be taken to the Alnwick Forum to discuss the possibility of an updated Housing Needs 
Assessment followed by a feasibility study for which grant money is available from NCC. 

10th December - meeting with Martin Allenby, Assistant Deputy Head at Duchess 
Community High School about involving Young People on a regular basis on matters of 
the Town Council e.g. A Youth Town Council, which was met with enthusiasm.  It was 
suggested that it would meet once a term and representative would be chosen 
democratically.  Martin is taking this back to his colleagues and form representatives and 
felt that there a number of pupils who were politically minded who would be interested in 
joining such a venture.  They will speak again in the New Year.  She also proposed that 
the music festival gives one day/evening to young people for them to organise, produce 
and perform (if they wish) in any musical, dance or spoken word genre of their choosing.  
Again, this was met with enthusiasm and Martin requested that if there were any way 
that the school could support or get involved with council activities they would be 
interested. 

11th December – Carol Service - supported The Assistant to the Town Clerk in 
organising the Civic Carol Service including meetings with Pottergate Centre, agreeing 
service format and music.  She extended a huge thank you to the Assistant to the Town 
Clerk for all her hard work in arranging this event. 

C19/135 Updates 

a) County Council issues 
Councillor Castle reported that the space in the refurbished Playhouse worked better 
than had been thought and that the new library, within the Playhouse, was now open 
and that councillors should have a look around.  

Councillor Wearn advised that she had been into the Playhouse and the library was very 
nice but was smaller than hoped. As yet there was no disabled access. 

Councillor Mavin said the are did look very small on the plans. 

Councillor Symmonds welcomed Councillor Castle’s comments and was pleased that NCC 
had changed their plans to house Customer Services in the same space at the Playhouse.  

 RESOLVED: To receive the update. 
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C19/136 Bike Track  
Councillor Patience reported that Gallery Youth had run an outreach facility at the nike 
track for 7-8 weeks during the summer. A shipping container was used as a temporary 
structure and good feedback had been received from both users and passers-by Gallery 
Youth would like to continue with the outreach and have support form Northumberland 
Estates to have a container in site for the next 5 years. She advised that planning 
permission would be needed for this. As part of the Windy Edge development approval 
had been given to move the bike track car park, but as Northumberland Estates want to 
move the bike track car park to another location they have asked if a joint planning 
application between Northumberland Estates and Gallery Youth/Alnwick Town Council  
could be submitted for this and the on-site container.  

Councillor Wearn felt there was no benefit to the Town Council in a joint planning 
application. 

Councillor Patience also reported that at present large earth moving equipment was 
causing a major health & safety issue on the route to the bike track.  

Councillor Waton advised that he had been asked by a resident about vehicular access to 
the bike track. Councillor Patience advised that access was down the Denwick Lane 
construction road. 

Councillor Castle reported that the Head of Planning at NCC was looking at all the issues 
regarding the Windy Edge development. He suggested that the Town Council ask the 
Engagement Officer to talk about the planning application.  

    RESOLVED: To receive the update. 

C19/137 Filling the Vacancy on the Cemetery Committee  
The Town Clerk advised that there was currently a vacancy on the Cemetery Committee 
and that Councillor Watson had expressed an interest in filling this.  

Councillor Symmonds advised that he would relinquish his space n the Cemetery 
Committee should someone else want to join the committee. 

 RESOLVED: To appoint Councilor Watson to the Cemetery 
Committee. 

C19/138 To Receive the Minutes of Committee 
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting (21st November 2019) were tabled to be 
received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
held on 21st November were received.  

Minutes of the Cemetery Committee Meeting (5th December 2019) were tabled to be 
received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Cemetery Committee meeting 
held on 5th December were received. 

Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting (28th November 2019) were 
tabled to be received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Recreation & Amenities 
Committee meeting held on 28th November were received. 

Minutes of the Finance & Policy Committee Meeting (5th December 2019) were tabled to 
be received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Finance & Policy Committee 
meeting held on 5th December were received.  
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C19/139 Correspondence 
The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 
 

Date  Detail  Action if any 

  High Sheriff of Northumberland – Letter of 
thanks regarding Remembrance Sunday 

To note 

 Letters of thanks for grant monies  To note 

RESOLVED:  To receive the correspondence. 
 

 

C19/140 Financial Matters 

a) Payments 
The following invoices had been received/payments were due: 

PAYEE TOTAL VAT DETAIL  

Alnwick Chamber of 
Trade 

£2,500 £0.00 
Grant payment (paid 
15/11/19) 

Petty Cash £150.00 £0.00 
Petty Cash float for 
Cemetery (21/11/19) 

5RRF Band £250.00 £0.00 
Donation for playing on 
Remembrance Sunday (paid 
28/11/19) 

Northumberland County 
Council 

£11,141.63 £5.00 November Payroll 

All Sewn Up £261.55 £0.00 Town Cryer Clothing 

The Northumberland 
Estates 

£98.23 £16.37 Post Crete / Works 

Glasdon £2,655.11 £442.52 Market Place Bins & Misc 

Diamond Group £16.11 £2.69 Printing costs 

The Northumberland 
Estates 

£100.00 £0.00 Rent – Bike Track 

Northumberland County 
Council 

£470.10 £78.35 
Erect and dismantle stage 
for Christmas Lights  

Northumberland County 
Council 

£2,700 £0.00 Rent for Greenwell Lane 

Syd Carr £17.10 £0.00 Mileage (November) 

James N McLean £3,000.00 £500 
Part payment of invoice for 
installation of new water 
system at Ratten Row 

Northumbria in Bloom £200.00 £0.00 
Entry fee for Northumbria in 
Bloom 

Simon Bretts £80.00 £0.00 
Fee for playing at Carol 
Service 

Alnwick Music Festival £50.00 £0.00 
Payment for use of internal 
stage 

TOTAL £23,689.83 £1,044.93   
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 * Indicates LGA 1972 s137 Expenditure (Total £0). 

The following invoices were paid by direct debit & were reported for information: 

npower £15.94 £0.76 Electricity bill Town Hall Clock (paid 5/11/19) 

Npower £49.64 £2.36 Electricity bill Cem Office (paid 1/11/19) 

British Gas  £25.63 £0.00 Gas contract Cem Lodge (paid 15/11/19) 

BT £112.27 £18.71 Phone bill - Cem Lodge and Greenwell Lane 
(paid 22/11/19) 

Biffa £129.00 £21.50 Cemetery Trade Waste Sept (paid 3/12/19) 

Barclays £27.95 £0.00 Bank charges Oct/Nov (paid 5/12/19) 

TOTAL £360.43 £43.33   

  

Councillor Swinbank asked if James McLean was being paid before the works at 
Ratten Row allotments was completed. The Town Clerk advised that the previous 
Town Clerk had agreed a partial payment be made with the remainder paid once 
any issues were sorted out.   

RESOLVED: To approve and authorise the above payments 
amounting to £26,689.83 and note the direct debit 
payments of £360.43. 

b) Bank Reconciliation  
The Town Clerk advised that the bank reconciliation for November would be 
presented at the January’s Full Council meeting. 

 RESOLVED: To receive the update. 

C19/141 

 

 
 

 

Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Harrington reported that a number of the white line markings in the town, 
including those at the Hotspur Tower, had worn off the road and was becoming a 
safety issue.  

Councillor Humphries advised that that the white lines had now been painted on 
Weavers Way and had improved road safety.  

Councillor Swinbank reported that the white lining was poor on South Road and 
Prudhoe Street. 

Councillor Mavin reported that the lighting was not good in Royal Oaks Gardens. 

Councillor Patience asked if the design meeting for the cobbles had taken place that 
day. Councillor Wearn advised that it had taken place and that NCC had been asked 
to provide the Town Council with 3 possible options for the area including parking 
ideas.  
Councillor Harrington reported that he and Councillor Watson had visited the 
recycling centre at West Sleekburn. It had been very interesting and very modern 
technology was used to undertake the recycling. He advised that if other councillors 
were given the opportunity to visit they should do so.  

Councillor Wearn reported that traffic calming measures had been put in place on 
Alnmouth Road heading into town there was nothing in place going out of town. 

The Town Clerk reported that NCC had offered to reduce the costs of closing the 
Market Place for events from £100 per event to an annual fee of £400.    

The public meeting closed at 7.36pm. 
 


