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Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on  

Thursday 12th September 2019 

in St James Church Rooms, Pottergate, Alnwick at 6.30m 
  

Present 
 
 

Cllrs L Wearn, S Allcroft, P Broom, G Castle, W Grisdale, M Harrington, 
J Humphries, G Mavin, S Patience, M Swinbank, A Symmonds, G Watson and  
L Wood-Mitchell.  

In attendance W Batey, Town Clerk & Chief Officer; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk;  
T Kirton, Project & Funding Officer; Peter Hatley. 4 town centre traders including 
Andrew Hodgson (AH), Sportsworld and Jane Atkin (JA), the Beauty Box; Tim 
Willbond, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland. 

C19/74 Questions from the public 
Andrew Hodgson explained that there were massive concerns about the Narrowgate 
pedestrianisation.  Some traders were expressed their concern that there they had never 
voted for pedestrianisation. He reported that it was not working for some businesses and 
that the town could lose large shops such as W H Smith and Costa. 

He reported that the scheme had created traffic issues in other parts of the town and that 
the suggestion to change the flow of traffic at the junction of Fenkle Street and Market 
Street was not a good idea. He explained that the scheme could push shoppers out of the 
town centre causing more problems as the market was already struggling. 

He thought that as the voice of the town, the Town Council should be able to do 
something. 

Jane Atkin (JA) from the Beauty Box explained that traffic was a real issue and that one of 
her customers, who was deaf, had almost been knocked down by vehicles turning at the 
end of Paikes Street. She explained that she had been talking to other businesses who had 
felt that the scheme was not a positive one and that they were really feeling the effect of 
the road closure although the cafes were doing well.  

She also explained that the new car park at the old DCHS site would not be good in winter 
and with no additional parking in town small shops would suffer.  

AH added that if multiples leave the town centre then shoppers would not come to 
Alnwick. He felt that Northumberland County Council needed to speak to the businesses to 
know what is needed. 
Councillor Wearn advised the pedestrianisation scheme was not a Town Council initiative. 
Councillor Castle advised that it was a trial which he thought the Chamber of Trade were 
in favour of. He had been advised that all the shops in the Narrowgate pedestrianisation 
zone had reported an increase in trade. AH advised that seven of them were new 
businesses. 

Councillor Wearn said she had heard what the traders were saying and would feedback to 
NCC. She felt that if any facts or figures were available they should be given to NCC. The 
Chair of the Chamber of Trade had advised that she would send information to Paul Jones 
at NCC which would make their argument a much stronger one. 

AH advised that NCC were not answering any emails which they had been sent. 

Councillor Wearn advised that the Town Council could not make alterations to the scheme 
during the trial period but would feedback to NCC. 

Councillor Wood-Mitchell added that anyone who kept a customer count before should 
keep a count during the trial to do a comparison. 
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C19/75 Apologies for absence  
Cllrs Aynsley, Edge, Lyford, Moore and Waton. 

C19/76 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Castle declared a non-pecuniary interest in County Council matters. 

C19/77 

 

VE Day Celebrations  
Tim Willbond, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland explained about the VE 
Celebrations which would be taking place in 2020. 

He explained that the May Bank Holiday had been moved to Friday May 8th to give a three 
day break. The Lieutenancy had been given the remit to co-ordinate VE Day celebrations 
and that the Northumberland County Council celebrations will concentrate on Alnwick. 

He issued a briefing paper on the information available to date. This included: 

May 8th  Buglers play the Last Post and Reveille from the top of four peaks; A National 
Toast; Town Criers pronounce a Cry for Peace and Church and Cathedral bells ring out 
around the land. 

May 8th and 9th Communities celebrate with street parties in community halls and clubs 

May 10th Church Services of celebration and commemoration with the reading of the 
tribute to the millions.  

County Celebration in Alnwick with the Lord Lieutenant issuing invitation to veterans to 
attend. This will be a service followed by a tea.  

The Alnwick Castle and Garden have provisional plans to set up educational activities for 
children from May 4th to May 8th. 

He concluded by saying that Alnwick would be the heart of the County’s Celebrations. 

Councillor Symmonds asked that they remember the schools and provided resources for 
them to use. He added that the county educational facilitators could help with this. 

Councillor Castle advised that he was NCC’s Armed Forces Champion and that the Town 
Council could request input and support from NCC. 

 RESOLVED: (i) To ask NCC to provide support and facilities for 
schools; (ii)  To add VE Celebrations to the Recreation & 
Amenities agenda on September 26th. 

C19/78 

 

Minutes of the Last meeting (8th August 2019) 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 8th August 2019 were tabled for approval.  

 RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 8th August 2019 
were agreed as a true record. 

C19/79 Matters Arising 
C19/65 Wheel cleaning – Councillor Symmonds asked if wheel cleaning facilities were in 
place at the end of the Windy Edge construction road. 

C19/80 

 

Mayor’s Report  
The Mayor reported that she had met and welcomed students from Germany as part of 
the Alnwick International Music Festival. 

She had also met and greeted Neil Schneider when he visited Alnwick and attended an 
NCC Winter Grant meeting but that no real information had been issued. 

She had also attended the Chamber of Trade meeting on September 11th.  

She would be attending the Battle of Britain event on September 22nd and the Town and 
Parish Annual Conference at County Hall with the new Town Clerk on October 3rd.  
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C19/81 Update from: 

a) County Councillors 
Councillor Castle reported that the brown Alnwick Garden sign at the top of Denwick Lane 
was due to be replaced this week. The Project & Funding Officer advised that there would 
be a slight delay but that it would be done as soon as possible. 

He reported that he had attended a Community Housing meeting on September 12th that 
had included a presentation by Andy Dean from CAN, who had advised that £1.5m was 
available from the Government to improve housing stock.  

Councillor Patience said she had also attending the meeting and felt the presentation had 
been useful. 

Councillor Castle advised that the Town Council would be briefed on the scheme. 

Councillor Patience added that the scheme was in 3 parts: 

 £40k to set up a group to run the scheme 
 £40k to undertake the next steps 
 £50k to refurbish the properties 

b) Business Forum 
The Project & Funding Officer reported that the Business Forum last met on August 21st 
with well over 30 local business people attending. Neil Schneider, recent Chief Executive of 
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council, presented on his masterminding of Stockton’s town 
centre retail transition working with local Stockton businesses and Bill Grimsey. The 
intention was to hear about the creative ideas Stockton had to repurpose the town centre 
as a cultural and tourist destination.  Neil’s presentation was interesting, inspiring and well 
received and he has offered to further help Alnwick with advice and guidance.  

The next Business Forum will be held in the St. James Centre from 5.30pm on November 
20th when the new Mayor of North of Tyne, Jamie Driscoll, will present on how the Town 
Council and the businesses of Alnwick can work with North of Tyne to achieve economic 
development and improvements.  

The trial of a monthly, informal “business breakfast” meeting has been postponed 

   RESOLVED: To receive the updates. 

C19/82 Local Transport Plan Priorities 2020/21 
Councillor Swinbank reported that the Sustainable Travel Working Group had discussed 
potential LTPs and took councillors through the details and rationale behind the proposed 
LTPs.  

Councillors felt that the proposed LTPs did not reflect the immediate issues and suggested 
they be changed. The following three LTPs were agreed: 

PRIORITY 1 - Safety concerns for pedestrians incl. DCHS pupils due to 
dangerous routes at junction of St James’s roundabout / Willowburn Ave  

PRIORITY 2 - Safety concerns for pedestrians and cyclists crossing the roads between 
Denwick Lane and Wagonway Road  

PRIORITY 3 - Concerns about speeding vehicles in and around the town centre 

The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council’s Local Transport Plan priorities for 2020-
21 would be updated then submitted to NCC by October 4th. 

 RESOLVED: To update the LTP document and submit to NCC.   
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C19/83 Outside Body Appointments 
The Town Clerk reminded councillors that at the Annual Meeting it was suggested that a 
there should be a change to the way outside bodies are considered and encouragement 
given to organisations for more joint working.  Voluntary bodies provide an extremely 
valuable contribution in the town but it was felt that the Town Council should take a more 
strategic approach in the choice of organisations it works with.  

Existing arrangements for 2019/20 have continued whilst a review has been completed by 
the Town Clerk. The review is complete and the following recommendations were made:  

a) That the recommendations made as to the outside bodies to which the Town Council 
provide representatives be confirmed for the remainder of the year 

b) The acceptance of any future requests by Outside Bodies for Town Council 
representatives be done having regards for the council’s objectives.  

c)  In future, as part of the Town Council’s Annual Grant process organisations will be 
asked about their involvement with other organisations in the town and sector. Those 
showing joint working or submitting joint applications will have more weighting given to 
their application.  

 RESOLVED: To accept the recommendations and to appoint for 
Councillor Wearn as the Town Council representative on 
Alnwick Music Festival and Alnwick Young People’s 
Association; Councillor Humphries as the 2nd Town Council 
representative on Alnwick in Bloom and Councillor Watson as 
the Town Council representative on Alnwick & Denwick Relief 
in Need Charity. 

C19/84 Progress against Council’s objectives 
The Project & Funding Officer issued a report listing progress towards each of the Town 
Council’s 2019/20 actions which work towards its 3 year Objectives (2019-22).  

Councillor Swinbank asked if there was an update on a date for the residents meeting 
regarding Climate Change. The Town Clerk advised that a meeting would try to be 
arranged for the end of September / early October.  

 RESOLVED: To receive the update. 

C19/85 Consultation on removal of phone boxes 
Peter Hately (incoming Town Clerk from October 1st) advised that NCC are consulting on 
BT proposals to remove a number of phone boxes in the county including three in Alnwick: 

 Outside the Post Office on Wagonway Road 
 Outside Cedar Grove 
 West Acres 

He advised that, although not in the Alnwick parish boundary, councillors may want to 
comment on the proposed removal of the telephone box at Alnmouth Station.  

Councillor Allcroft said she agreed with the removal of the three in Alnwick. 

Councillor Humphries felt that the cabinets could be left for an alternative use. 

Councillor Broom thought that BT should be asked to replace the phone box on Bondgate 
Within with the older red phone box. 

Councillor Swinbank reported that some cannot be used as they were broken. He felt that 
the telephone box at Alnmouth Station should be retained. 

Councillor Symmonds agreed that the Town Council should support the telephone box at 
Alnmouth Station being retained.  
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 RESOLVED: (i) No objection to the removal of the three phone 
boxes in Alnwick, but object to the removal of the phone box at 
Alnmouth Station; (ii) To contact BT about Councillor Broom’s 
suggestion.   

C19/86 Communication Strategy 
The Town Clerk reported that at the last Communications Working Group a draft 
Communication Strategy had been considered and copies sent out to councillors for 
comments. Councillor Mavin had suggested some small changes which had been made.  

 RESOLVED: To approve the revised Communications Strategy. 

C19/87 To Receive the Minutes of Committee 
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting (15th August 2019) were tabled to be 
received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
held on 15th August were received.  

C19/88 Correspondence 
The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 
 

Date  Detail  Action if any 

13th Aug NCC – unable to proceed with parent and child 
car parking spaces (i) 

NCC have agreed to 
reconsider 

20th Aug Environment Agency – Changes to 
Environment Agency Water Resource Licensing 

Available from the 
Town Clerk on 
request  

23rd Aug NCC – Notification of Local Plan Examination 
Hearings (start on 8th October) 

Noted 

4th Sept NALC e news Circulated  

4th Sept St Michaels’ Church – letter asking for a 
contribution towards the cost of a cholera 
memorial in the churchyard (i) 

Discussed 

(i) The Town Clerk advised that it is 150 years since a cholera epidemic 
in the Clayport part of the town when, within a month, 139 people 
died and were buried in St. Michael’s churchyard. St Michael’s Church 
would like to place a permanent stone memorial in the churchyard to 
commemorate this huge loss of life and estimated costs are expected 
to be in the region of £1,500 - £2,000 and the Town Council has 
been asked to consider making a contribution.  

Councillor Castle advised that the cholera epidemic was a significant 
event in Alnwick‘s history after which the water system in the town 
was upgraded. He felt that the request should be supported and 
proposed the Town Council gave £1,000. 

Councillor Watson thought that, if the Town Council were making a 
contribution, they should be consulted on the wording on the 
memorial. 

 RESOLVED:  (i) To receive the correspondence; (ii) To 
contribute up to £1,000 towards the cost of the St 
Michael’s Church cholera memorial. 
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C19/89 Financial Matters 

a) Payments 
The following invoices had been received/payments were due: 

PAYEE TOTAL VAT DETAIL  

DC Contract Solutions 
Ltd 

£10,057.44 £1,676.24 
Cemetery paths tarmac 
works 

SLCC £293.00 £0 
Registration for Town Clerk 
qualification 

SLCC £350.00 £0 Town Clerk training 

All Sewn Up £60.00 £0 
Town Cryer outfit 
alterations 

Fool’s Paradise Ltd £684.00 £114.00 
Music Festival street ent. – 
deducted from their grant 

R Daniel £84.00 £14.00 Town Cryer clothing/shoes 

Cash £200.00 £0 
Prize Money for ToB shop 
window competition 

NCC £450.00 £0 By election (uncontested) fee 

W L Straughan & Son £1,458.44 £243.07 Final Payment Bike Track 

NCC £163.32 £27.22 Resite Planter on Cobbles 

Tim Kirton £37.25 £3.68 
Paint for ToB bikes, Business 
Forum Refreshments 

NCC £544.02 £90.67 
Stall/Stage erection for 
music festival deducted 
from grant 

Diamond Business 
Systems 

£28.41 £4.73 Photocopying July 

NCC £23,818.13 £10.83 Payroll July & August 

The Real Taste of 
Northumberland 

£90.00 £15.00 
Refreshments Business 
Forum 

Glasdon £1,380.67 £230.11 Litter bins 

Northumberland 
Estates 

£10.00 £0 Annual Licence - Bus Shelter 

NCC £2,700.00 £0 
Lease – Greenwell Lane 
Sept-Dec 2019 

W R Batey £294.50 £49.08 
Refreshments Bus. Forum 
£32.79; Paint £36.96 (Tour 
of Britain); Planters £224.75 

NFU Mutual £1,249.01 £0 W R Batey Pension Apr-Sept 

Standard Life £510.85 £0 J Pibworth Pension Apr-Sept 

St James Church Cen.  £91.00 £0 Room Booking – Bus Forum 

Lloyd Ltd £72.47 £12.08 Lawnmower service & repair 

Alnwick Town Juniors FC £30,000.00 £0.00 Loan 1st payment 

T Kirton  £48.19 £8.24 ToB materials 

W R Batey    £61.00 £0.00 Postage 

James McLean £423.55 £70.60 Materials (Allotments,  



 

Full Council Page 7  

Cemetery & Town Centre) 

Petty Cash  £136.45 £22.64 Fuel and parts 

Syd Carr   £89.58 £1.59 
Parts and labour sink waste  

leak at Cemetery Lodge 

James McLean £89.28 £14.88 Materials for Cemetery 

NCC  £1,617.84 £269.64 Hanging baskets 

Roger Daniel  £9.00 £0.00 Town Cryer clothing 

Tim Kirton  £59.00 £9.83 Town Cryer clothing 

Syd Carr £92.70 £0.00 Mileage 

TOTAL £77,253.10 £2,888.13   
  

 * Indicates LGA 1972 s137 Expenditure (Total £0). 

The following invoices were paid by direct debit & were reported for information: 

BT £113.94 £18.99 Greenwell Lane & Cemetery Paid 22/8/19) 

NEST £742.72 £0 Pension payments Aug 2019 

Biffa £98.30 £16.38 Cemetery Trade Waste Aug (paid 2/9/19) 

British Gas £22.50 £0 Maintenance contract Cem Lodge (paid 
15/8/19) 

wave £20.45 £0 Cemetery  

wave £143.91 £0 Cemetery Lodge and Store  

wave £57.55 £0 Robertson’s Fountain 

wave £2,108.87 £0 Allotments 

Barclays £29.21 £0 Bank charges July/Aug 2019 

In addition the following payments were agreed:  

Lynda Wearn £1,000.00 for Mayor’s Allowance 
Alnwick International Music Festival £2,603.87 for Music Festival Grant 
Linda Dykes (Queens Head), Costa Foundation and the Bluebell £250.00 each for You’re 
Welcome Scheme (1st Payments for 19/20) 
Mental Health Matters £500 Grant payment 

RESOLVED: To approve and authorise the above payments 
amounting to £82,106.97 and note the direct debit 
payments of £3,337.45. 

b) Miscellaneous Budgets 
The Town Clerk reported that there were a number of budget areas which are reported to 
councillors as an update:  

1) Alnwick Bike Track Project - The Town Council received grants of £108,000 towards 
the scheme costs. In total £127,743.97 has been paid out (£107,321.84 net of VAT). The 
remaining balance is £678.16 (net of VAT) and it was proposed that this be used for 
surface materials and planting as required.  

2) Alnwick Town Junior Football Club Project - The Town Council has now received 
the loan of £190,000 from NCC for this project and in accordance with the Loan 
Agreement, the first payment of £30,000 has been made to the Junior Football Club. The 
remaining payments will be made as the scheme progresses. The estimated completion 
date is mid December 2019.  
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3) Alnwick Town Crier - A total budget of £3,700 (£1,000 of which was from the Town 
Council) has been secured for the funding of this voluntary position over the next 3 years, 
with further funding promised. The Town Council holds the total budget and keep records 
of the expenditure against this which is currently £350.31.  

4) Town Team - The Town Council has held the budget for the Town Team which was 
originally £10,000.  Since the decision to move to a Town Centre Partnership Team, the 
final meeting of the Town Team has been held.  There is a balance of £824.57 remaining 
from the original £10,000 and the Town Team have asked that this be used towards the 
cost of new town centre maps and map cases. The next version of the map which is 
displayed in the town map cases, will be done next year. The Town Team funded the 
production and printing of a new Town Trail leaflet in 2016 (costing £1,881.55) and as 
agreed with the Town Team, these leaflets are distributed by the Town Council at a cost 
of 50p a copy and are then retailed by shops / attractions for £1. The aim is that the 
monies collected will fund the next version / reprint.  To date over 3,000 leaflets have 
been sold so the Town Council are holding £1,548.50 towards the next reprint.  

5) Swansfield Park Play Area Endowment - In 2015 the Town Council received an 
endowment of £99,229 for the future improvement, repair and maintenance of the 
Swansfield Park Play Area which was invested. Since receiving the endowment it has 
funded various works and at 31st March 2019 had reduced to £74,167.20, and 
apportioning and adding relevant interest received since the endowment was invested, 
the fund is now £77,542.95. 

c) Bank Reconciliation 

The Town Clerk presented the bank reconciliation as at the end of August 2019.  

RESOLVED: To receive the bank reconciliation. 

C19/90 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Patience reported that some of the container trees appeared to be dying 
and asked if they were still being watered. The Assistant to the Town Clerk advised 
that as far as she knew they were still being watered by NCC and that she had done 
some additional watering.  

Councillor Broom added that some of the hanging baskets had also died and that 
some of the grey planting had not been suitable.   

Councillor Wearn formally thanked the Town Clerk, Bill Batey, for his work for 
the town and wished him well in his retirement.  
 

The public meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

C19/91 
 

 

PRIVATE AGENDA ITEMS 

Exclusion of the Public and Press  

The following resolution was moved and seconded, to exclude the public and press.  

“That pursuant to Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business, on 
the grounds that if members of the public were present during the discussion of this 
item there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in Section 
100 1 and paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act”.  The items 
discussed were: 

1. Alnwick Markets 
 

The meeting closed at 8.39pm 
 


