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Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee meeting held on 
Thursday 28th November 2019 

in the St James’s Church Centre, Pottergate, Alnwick at 7.00pm 
 
Present:   Councillors P Broom (Chair), P Edge, W Grisdale, M Harrington,  
  S Patience, M Swinbank, A Symmonds, G Watson and L Wood-Mitchell. 
 
In attendance:  P Hately, Town Clerk; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk; Mike Jones (MJ) 

and Karen Swinbank (KS), Chapel Lands residents. 

RA 19/30 Apologies 
Councillors Lyford and Mavin. 

RA 19/31 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Swinbank Item 3. Chapel Lands Community Orchard; Councillor Watson Item 6. 
Proposed Allotment Rents; Councillor Broom and the Assistant to the Town Clerk Item 9. 
Grant Application (Alnwick in Bloom). 

RA 19/32 Chapel Lands Community Orchard 
MJ and KS issued a document giving details of the proposal for a Community Orchard on 
the land to the North of Chapel Lands. This included a map of the proposed site and the 
Policies and Community Action Proposals in the Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood Plan 
which would it would support. MJ explained that the residents of Chapel Lands had 
started thinking about a Community Orchard when the plans for affordable housing on 
the site behind Chapel Lands had been shelved. There had been a couple of meetings 
held and a visit had been made to the Bullfield Community Orchard. The feeling was that 
a new community orchard would help with reduce the town’s carbon footprint and mean 
that the area would need less mowing. 

MJ and KS felt there were several ways the Town Council could help: i) to lease the land 
from NCC; ii) to help with cutting the grass; iii) to provide bins for the site. The next 
steps would be to apply for external funding and approach the Alnwick Garden and 
Northumberland County Council for support. 

Councillor Swinbank explained that the site was outside the settlement boundary and 
was not identified for a specific purpose in the Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan 
so planning for the site should not be an issue. 

Councillor Watson said he was in support of the project and asked f there was an official 
committee. KS advised that there was no committee yet but that one was planned. 

Councillor Patience supported the proposal and advised that they speak to NCC about 
getting the land. 

Councillor Wood-Mitchell was not sure a lease was necessary. She felt that they could 
just apply for what they wanted to do as getting a lease could be difficult. 

Councillor Edge advised that a lease would give the project more status. 

MJ reported that two projects in Hexham had just been given support. 

Councillor Harrington said he was in favour of the project but felt it was important that it 
would be available to everyone and not just those who live in Chapel Lands. 

MJ advised that they would like to get the school involved in the project. 

Councillor Symmonds agreed that a lease would give the project more long-term security 
and that grants were easier to secure if you owned or had a long term lease on a piece 
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of land. He would like to see the Town Council support a properly organised project 
which had a committee, bank account and contributions from residents. 

Councillor Wood-Mitchell said that the project could come under the umbrella of 
Investing in Alnwick. 

Councillor Broom said that the Town Council would support a project and that the 
Project & Funding Officer could be asked to look for grant opportunities. 

RA 19/33 Approval of minutes of last meeting (26th September 2019) 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on September 26th were approved as true record. 

 RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 
September 26th 2019. 

RA 19/34 Matters arising not on the agenda  
RA19/25 VE Day Commemorations - Councillor Watson asked if there was an update. The 
Town Clerk advised that ideas were progressing and that he would ask the Project & 
Funding Officer to do an update. 

Councillor Grisdale asked if there were any events or activities planned to commemorate 
VJ Day as many Fusiliers were involved in it.  

Councillor Broom felt that VJ Day should be acknowledged. 

Councillor Symmonds thought that something could be organised locally.  

RA 19/35 Proposed Allotment Rents 
The Assistant to the Town Clerk gave a summary of the allotments managed by the Town 
Council including the current rents paid:  

RATTEN ROW – 74 allotments (all with water), £47 for a full plot and £37 for a ½ plot. 
Last rent increase in 2016. 

ST JAMES’s – 52 allotments (all with water), £47 for a full plot, £37 and £31 for ½ plots 
and £15.50 for ¼ plot. Last rent increase in 2016. 

ST GEORGE’s – 11 allotments (full plots with no water), £37 for a full plot. Last rent 
increase in 2017.  

CAWLEDGE – 3 allotments (½ plots with no water), £21 for ½ plot. Last rent increase in 
2017.  

The suggestion from officers was that the full allotment rents were all increased by £2 or 
the full plots increased by £2 and ½ and ¼ plots increased by £1.   

Councillor Edge asked if ½ plots rented easier than full plots. The Assistant to the Town 
Clerk advised that there was not real difference.  

Councillor Grisdale suggested some of the long term allotment holder could be interviewed 
to help market the allotments.  

Councillor Harrington asked why an increase was being proposed. The Town Clerk advised 
that it was easier to have several smaller increases over a number of years than a large 
increase every few years.  

Councillor Patience supported some increase but felt that the Town Council needed to 
support the allotments. The Allotment Working Group meeting was to be organised. 

Councillor Symmonds asked how the expenditure and income compared. The Town Clerk 
advised that expenditure was about £10k and income around £5k. 
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Councillor Swinbank asked if the Town Council owned any of the sites. The Assistant to 
the Town Clerk advised that they owned St James’s, St Georges and Cawledge. 

Councillor Grisdale proposed a £2 rent increase for full plots and £1 for ½ and ¼ plots.  

Councillor Edge felt the Town Council should try to support the allotment holder as mush 
as possible. 

Councillor Harrington felt that the Town Council need to recognise the benefits of the 
allotments by absorbing the costs. 

Councillors Patience, Edge, Broom and Watson advised that they would like to be part of 
the Working Group.  
 RESOLVED: i) To recommend to Full Council a rent increase 

of £2 for full plots and £1 or ½ and ¼ plots, ii) To send out 
suggested dates for an Allotment Working Group.  

RA 19/36 

 

Budget Update 2019/20 
2019/2020 Budget: The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the Recreation & Amenities 
Committee Income and Expenditure for 2019/20 as at September 26th 2019 
highlighting the following lines: 

EXPENDITURE 

EVENTS - Total payments made to date £15,733.76. Predicted end of year expenditure 
is £21k which is slightly under budget.   

PROJECTS - Total payments made to date £10,675.11. Predicted end of year 
expenditure is £19.3k, which is about £7k below budget.  

ASSETS & SERVICES - Total payments made to date £45,777.18. Predicted end of year 
expenditure is £94.6k, which is about £20k below budget.  

Councillor Swinbank asked about Tree / bulb planting budget. The Assistant to the 
Town Clerk advised that she had just ordered some daffodil / bulbs and would be 
ordering some more fruit trees, as requested by Councillor Edge, to undertake further 
planting around town including opposite Barnsdale School.  

Councillor Watson asked if a bin could be sited near St Georges allotments. The 
Assistant to the Town Clerk advised that once the new larger bins were installed in the 
Market Place, the smaller bins would then be installed elsewhere which could include 
one near St Georges allotments. 

Councillor Grisdale asked if there were any more grant payments to be paid out. The 
Town Clerk advised that there was a payment to Local Living for the Christmas market 
and the payments to NCC for the stage for the Christmas Lights Switch on, Lantern 
Parade and Big Sing.  

Councillor Wood-Mitchell asked if markets would still be running up to the end of March 
2020.  Councillor Swinbank advised that they would be running but with no support 
from Local Living. 

Councillor Watson asked what would happen to the market assets. The Town Clerk 
advised that it would depend on who took over the running of the markets.  

Councillor Harrington asked the Town Clerk to be kept updated. 

 RESOLVED:  To receive the budget update.  
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RA 19/37 

 

Consideration of 2020/21 Budget  
The Town Clerk circulated the updated Recreation & Amenities budget sheet which 
showed the Original and Revised Budgets 2019/20, Expenditure at November 30th 
2019, Projected Outturn 209/20 and Proposed Budget 2020/21 with explanatory notes. 

He advised that for the next financial year he planned to have a pre-budget meeting to 
better align the budget to the objectives of the Town Council.  

The proposed budget showed Expenditure of £114,850 (Events £24,550, Projects 
£13,050, Assets and Services £82,250) and Income at £5,000. This would be a 4.6% 
increase on the Recreation & Amenities budget. 

Events: 
The Town Clerk explained that the suggestion for 2020/21 was that some of the 
separate budget lines for Events were amalgamated into – Market Place events and 
Other town events with £2k in each budget line. Councillor Swinbank felt that this 
budget might need to be larger. Councillor Symmonds felt a budget needed allocating 
for VJ Day.  

Councillor Harrington asked if the budget for the Alnwick Bike Track would be an on-
going cost. Councillor Patience advised that the financial commitment had been made 
for three years.  

Councillor Symmonds felt that a PA system was needed for the Armed Forces week 
ceremonies and suggested that the Town Council looked into purchasing one. 

Councillor Harrington thought that the Alnwick Music Festival had a PA system for 
community use. Councillor Symmonds advised that it was not a waterproof system.  

Councillor Harrington reported that the PA system used at the Christmas Light switch-
on had been poor. Councillor Broom advised that the new Christmas Lights sponsor 
wants a decent PA system to be used. 

Councillor Swinbank asked for a review to see what type of system the Town Council 
would need to purchase. 

Councillor Patience asked how much it was to hire the PA System for Remembrance 
Sunday. The Town Clerk advised that it had cost £498. 

Councillor Wood-Mitchell felt that Alnwick Music Festival could be asked to apply for a 
grant to purchase a PA System for outdoor community use. 

Projects: 
Councillor Swinbank asked what was included in the Tree, bulb and wildflower planting 
budget line. The Assistant to the Town Clerk advised that this budget covered the next 
phase of the Ribbon of Trees project (up to 8 more trees with underplanting) and bulb 
and wildflower seed planting in areas around the town including where tree planting 
has already taken place such as Meadow Riggs. 

The Assistant to the Town Clerk advised that there was also a suggested additional 
budget of £2k in the Finance & Policy budget for Environmental Grants which would be 
used to encourage organisations and community groups to plant trees within the 
boundary of their own buildings or land.  

Councillor Watson felt these grants should be promoted to local groups and 
organisations and that a list of the types of trees best suited to help with Climate 
Change be included. 
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Councillor Harington reported that Cramlington had seeded wildflowers down the 
central reservations. He felt that Alnwick should something similar. The Assistant to the 
Town Clerk advised that wildflower sowing was planned and had already taken place 
under some of the trees in Column Field.   

 RESOLVED:  To recommend to Full Council that the 
Recreation & Amenities budget for 2020/21 be £114,850.  

Councillor Broom and the Assistant to the Town Clerk left the meeting. 

RA 19/38 Grant Application 2020 (Alnwick in Bloom) 

Alnwick in Bloom: The Town Clerk advised that the AiB accounts had been submitted 
after their year-end on October 11th. Having won a Town Gold in the Northumbria in 
Bloom competition in 2019 they requested a grant of £5,900 to enable them to 
undertake further projects within the town.  

RESOLVED:  To give a grant of £5,900 to Alnwick in Bloom.   

Councillor Broom and the Assistant to the Town Clerk re-joined the meeting. 
RA 19/39 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updates: 

a) Play Areas  
The Town Clerk reported that some additional areas of wetpour needed to be done at 
Swansfield Park and Alnwick North play areas and approval was needed for this.  

Councillor Patience advised that an age sign was needed for the zip wire. 

RESOLVED:  i) To authorise expenditure for the additional 
wetpour work at Swansfield Park and Alnwick North play 
areas, ii) To order and install an age sign at the zip wire at 
Alnwick North.  

b) Allotments 
The Town Clerk reported that there were vacant plots at St James’s, Ratten Row and St 
Georges including some overgrown hard to let plots which would have work undertaken 
over the winter months. The Alnwick Medical Group and The Alnwick Garden will be 
taking on an allotment at St Georges.   

RESOLVED: To accept the updates.  

c) Seats and Bins 
The Assistant to the Town Clerk reported that the four larger capacity bins for the 
Market Place had arrived and she and Councillor Broom had agreed locations. The new 
bins will be installed shortly and the smaller bins would be used to replace the red dog 
bins at Column Field, Dovecote Terrace and Pottergate Gardens. 

A new seat was being purchased for the Sensory Garden which had been completed at 
the hospital side of Column Field. 

RA 19/40 Any Other Urgent Business 

The Assistant to the Town Clerk reported that Councillor Allcroft had sent a report about 
a Happy to Chat scheme which designates seats or benches as places people are happy 
to have people sit with them and chat. Councillor Allcroft was requesting that the Town 
Council allocate one of its seats in Column Field as a Happy To Chat bench. 

Councillors were in agreement and asked that an appropriate sign be produced and 
installed.  

Meeting closed at 9.21pm 
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