
 

Full Council Page 1  

  

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on  

Thursday 13th February 2020 

in St James Church Rooms, Pottergate, Alnwick at 6.30m 
  

Present 
 
 

Cllrs L Wearn, L Aynsley, S Allcroft, P Broom, P Edge, M Harrington, J Humphries, 
J Lyford, M Swinbank, A Waton and G Watson. 

In attendance P Hately, Town Clerk & Chief Officer; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk;  
T Kirton, Project & Funding Officer; Tony Brown, Commercial Director, MSP; 
students and staff from St Cloud’s State University. 

C19/159 Questions from the public 
None. 

C19/160 Apologies for absence  
Cllrs. Castle, Symmonds and Wood-Mitchell. 

C19/161 Declarations of Interest 
Councillors Edge and Harrington declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 10. Mechanics 
Institute Draft Accounts. 

C19/162 

 

Presentation by Tony Brown (TB), MSP Commercial Director, about proposals 
to create a network of STEM hubs in the area 

TB explained that it was a 3 phase plan: 

Phase 1  kiting out the DCHS as a STEM facility – in Spring 2020 

Phase 2  duplicating the facility on the High Street  

Phase 3  to build a technology park on Cawledge Business Park 

The facility would create a local talent base in Alnwick and hopefully attract more people 
and businesses to the town. Employees would then have high disposable income to 
spend in Alnwick. He reported that a numb of people had expressed an interest in the 
idea including the Town Council, Northumberland County Council and Jamie Driscoll, 
North of Tyne Mayor.   

He explained that MSP had been involved in a Tech-Up women’s project run by Durham 
University, who had expressed an interest in being involved in the project in Alnwick, and 
that MSP were about to speak to the Newcastle Universities about the idea. 

Councillor questions/comments: 

Councillor Wearn advised that the Town Council had met MSP at the Borderlands 
Conference which has funding pots for IT projects. She felt it was a good opportunity for 
Alnwick. 

Councillor Aynsley explained that she had visited a Google Garage in Sunderland and felt 
this should be bought to Alnwick. TB advised that he would like to see a Google Garage 
on the High Street. 

Councillor Allcroft asked if the project was for 16-18 year olds. TB advised that it would 
be managed by DCHS so they could choose the age group. He added that DCHS would 
need to provide a member of staff to make the project work properly.  

Councillor Wearn explained that the idea was to roll a similar project out to each school. 

Councillor Allcroft asked what the start-up costs would be. TB advised that £350k was 
needed to Phase 1, £2.3mill for Phase 2 and £12 mill for Phase 3. 
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Councillor Lyford asked if there was an evaluation report available for the Durham 
University project. TB advised that he would find out. He reported that the Durham 
project had received 250 applications for 150 places and that MSP had sponsored the 
course materials. 

Councillor Swinbank thanked TB for bringing the project idea to Alnwick. 

Councillor Wearn said it was really exciting for Alnwick and a great opportunity. 

C19/163 

 

Approval of the Minutes of the Last meeting (9th January 2020) 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 9th January 2020 were tabled for 
approval.  
 RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 

2020 were agreed as a true record. 

C19/164 Matters Arising 
None. 

C19/165 

 

Mayor’s Report 
The Mayor reported that it had been a busy month with various meetings and events. 

17th January – Bailiffgate Museum Preview – the Mayor attended the preview of 
Rag Rugs by Mary Kenny at the museum.  A fantastic exhibition with a very creative take 
on the humble rag rug like those her grandmother used to make. Margaret uses the 
traditional craft skills of proggy and hooky together with a variety of stitched techniques 
to create her pieces. She works exclusively with recycled and found fabrics, reflecting her 
passion of extending the life and history of each garment or fabric, she also runs 
workshops at the museum. 

29th January – M&S Opening – the Mayor cut the ribbon for the opening of the new 
store.  There were more than 400 hundred people waiting, some from 8.30 for the 10 
o’clock opening.  The first 200 hundred received “Golden Tickets” for the chance of 
winning a £200 prize and despite being a freezing cold day the number of people there 
was surprising. 

4th February – Alnwick Partnership, Advisory Working Group meeting - met to 
discuss the role of the new groups and how they might proceed.  The Project & Finding 
Officer will present a more detailed report on the meeting as part of Item 8.   

5th February – Business Forum and Mayor Jamie Driscoll’s visit - The Business 
Forum and the Mayor welcomed Mayor Jamie Driscoll to Alnwick. Mayor Driscoll gave a 
presentation outlining the key priorities and progress achieved in the past 6 months since 
his election.  A Q&A followed with questions from the floor where some interesting points 
and ideas were put forward. Mayor Driscoll will be meeting with MSP to discuss their 
ideas further. 

10th February – Community–led Housing project – The Mayor, along with the 
Project & Funding Officer, met with Gallery Youth and Andy Dean from Community Action 
Northumberland to discuss how to proceed with this project.  A proposal is being drafted 
to apply for funding for a feasibility study. This will include gathering additional statistics 
to supplement the 2016 Housing Needs Assessment which did not include the needs of 
young people.  It was proposed that visits take place to some of the existing or planned 
Supported and Community–Led Housing projects over the next few weeks, to learn more 
about what’s involved. 

Resignations – The Mayor had received resignation letters from Councillors George 
Mavin and Robbie Moore.  She thanked them both for the work and support they had 
given the Town Council and wished them all the very best in their future ventures. 
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Alnwick Town Junior Football Club – She reported she had visited the new facility at 
Greensfield and reported that it is a fantastic facility. She said that the Town Council 
should be proud that they agreed to provide a loan to the football club to be enable then 
to proceed with the project.  

Still to come: 

8th March – Alnwick Town Litter Pick 10am to 12 noon. 

C19/166 Updates 

a) County Council issues 
No update.   

b) Alnwick Forum 
The Project and Funding Officer reported that the Alnwick Forum had met on Tuesday, 
11th February 2020. The following is a summary:  

Narrowgate: Additional double yellow lines have been provided outside The Chocolate 
Spa on Fenkle Street. The double yellow lines at bottom of Narrowgate will be curved up 
Fenkle Street and further solutions are being investigated for the bottom of Narrowgate 
to create a more effective boundary at this point as the present small planters have been 
moved about a number of times.  A3 sized “banners” are being prepared to be placed in 
Narrowgate explaining what NCC are doing with the pedestrianisation trials.    

Cobbles: The design team at NCC are meeting with the Town Council in a fortnight’s 
time to discuss options. 

Playhouse: Feedback on the refurbished Playhouse has been positive. Councillor 
Swinbank asked about the provision of a cycle rack and disabled parking which NCC will 
investigate. 

Alnwick Partnership: The Town Council emphasised the importance of NCC membership 
of the Working Groups and Mike Turner of NCC agreed to note its importance.   

NCC Alnwick Town Centre Property Portfolio: NCC reported that a review of this is 
under way. 

Lindisfarne: Asbestos removal from buildings at Lindisfarne will commence in March. 
Councillor Swinbank raised the need to decide the future of the green space at 
Lindisfarne which is currently not open to the public.  

Bus Station: The feasibility study for the replacement/redevelopment of the bus station 
is now under way and will report at the end of March.  

NCC Roads and Pavements Initiative: This was discussed and will be brought up at 
this Council meeting under “Correspondence”. 

Councillor Aynsley explained that she was still unhappy that the results of the survey had 
not been shared. 

Councillor Swinbank advised there was no mention that NCC would publish the results of 
the survey. He added that NCC had done some of the agreed actions but not all. 

Councillor Waton thought that the survey needed to be seen as one, but not the only, 
item used to review the scheme. He felt it was also important to understand how NCC 
would handle the pedestrianisation scheme on a longer term basis. 

Councillor Watson felt that the way the scheme had been handled by NCC was poor and 
as the survey was carried out before all the agreed actions had been completed. 
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Councillor Wearn advised that all the actions agreed by NCC, including more street 
landscaping, needed to be completed before an informed review of scheme was made.  

c) Alnwick Partnership 
The Alnwick Partnership met on Thursday 16th January and agreed its Delivery Strategy. 
Five Alnwick Partnership Working/Advisory Groups were established, to work beneath the 
full Alnwick Partnership, linked to the CAPs in the relevant sections of the Alnwick & 
Denwick Neighbourhood Plan: 

• Environment – Chair Councillor Geoff Watson, ATC Officer Assistant to the Town Clerk  

• Heritage and Design – Chair Councillor John Humphries, ATC Officer Assistant to the 

Town Clerk 

• Housing, Employment & Economy – Chair Councillor Alan Waton, ATC Officer Project 

& Funding Officer  

• Sustainable Transport – Chair Councillor Martin Swinbank, ATC Officer Project & 

Funding Officer 

• Town Centre and Retail – Chair Councillor Martin Harrington, ATC Officer Project & 

Funding Officer 

The five Working Group chairs met with TC officers on 4th February and agreed: 

1. Terms of Reference to be discussed by each of the five Working Groups, agreed as 

soon as possible and to be consistent between the groups 

2. Working Groups are not decision-making but advisory to the Town Council and 

Alnwick Partnership 

3. Membership of each Working Group to be democratic and flexible, proactively 

bringing-in people as and when needed 

4. Agreed outcomes of each Working Group meeting will be recorded as action points 

not minutes 

5. Town Council Officers to liaise with NCC on any relevant matters arising from the 

Working Groups 

The works undertaken by each of these groups will be fed into meetings of the full 
Alnwick Partnership and the Town Council as appropriate.   

The next meeting of the full Alnwick Partnership will be held towards the end of March 
2020 and membership of the Alnwick Partnership group may be revised prior to this.  

 RESOLVED: To receive the updates. 

C19/167 Councillor Resignations  
The Town Clerk reported that he had received resignation letters from Councillor George 
Mavin and Robbie Moore. 

Councillor Broom asked if they had both received a letter of thanks. Councillor Wearn 
advised that she had written to both of them. 

Councillor Harrington asked if the new Alnwick county councillor, when elected, would 
automatically get a space on the Town Council. The Town Clerk advised that this was not 
the case.  

Councillor Wearn advised that if the dates coincided than the Town Council election and 
the County Council elections could take place on the same day. 
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C19/168 Draft Accounts – Mechanics Institute 2019 
The Town Clerk issued the draft accounts 2019 for the Mechanics Institute. He reported 
that there had been a loss of £1,417 in the year due to planned works to replace the 
kitchen and the flooring in the upstairs rear studio.  

 RESOLVED: To receive the draft accounts for the Mechanics 
Institute. 

C19/169 To Receive the Minutes of Committee 
Minutes of the Extraordinary Finance & Policy Committee Meeting (9th January 2020) 
were tabled to be received.  

Councillor Harrington asked of the standard grant criteria was used. Councillor Wearn 
advised that it was and that a meeting was being arranged to review the process for 
grants (including for events). 

 RESOLVED: The minutes of the Extraordinary Finance & Policy 
Committee meeting held on 9th January 2020 were received. 

Minutes of the Planning, Highways & Transport Committee Meeting (16th January 2020) 
were tabled to be received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
held on 16th January 2020 were received.  

Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting (23rd January 2020) were 
tabled to be received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
held on 23rd January 2020 were received. 

C19/170 Correspondence 
The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 

 

Date  Detail  Action if any 

Feb 7th  
Thank you letter from Alnwick & District 
Choral Society 

To note 

Feb 2nd  
Contribution from Freemen of Alnwick OF 
£1K towards VE Day events 

To note 

 NCC letter regarding LTPs for 2020/21 (1) To note 

 
NCC letter regarding £15mill available to 
improve pavements and minor roads in 
Northumberland (2) 

To note 

(1) The Town Clerk advised that the following funding had been 
allocated to Alnwick – St James’s Roundabout £50k, Victoria Terrace 
safe crossing £20k and Lisburn Street Carriageway repairs £140k. 

 

(2) The Town Clerk advised that Councillor Swinbank was meeting with 
Councillor Castle to agree locations to request funding for. 

 Councillor Harrington reported that some of the paving slabs in the 
Town Centre were in a really poor state. 

 Councillor Broom reported that all the pavements from the Town 
Centre to DCHS were in a really poor state.  

RESOLVED:  To receive the correspondence. 
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C19/171 
 

Financial Matters 

a) Payments 
The following invoices had been received/payments were due: 

PAYEE TOTAL VAT DETAIL  

Blyth Star Enterprises £500.00 £0.00 Replacement grant cheque 

Alnwick Town Juniors 
Football Club 

£65,000 £0.00 Final Loan Payment 

Northumberland 
County Council 

£11,525.04 £5.00 Salaries Dec 2019 

Northumberland 
County Council 

£11,141.63 £5.00 Salaried Jan 2020 

Kompan £6,398.42 £1,066.40 Zip Wire  

Abacus £11,730.00 £1,955.00 
Swansfield Park – Safety 
Surface  

Abacus £2,354.40 £392.40 
Glovers Green – 
Swing/Safety Surface 

Abacus £960.00 £160.00 
Alnwick North – Safety 
Surface 

Wybone £209.99 £35.00 Bin basket 

Marmax £540.54 £90.09 Bench 

Mole Country Stores £28.00 £4.67 Clothing 

Pickard Electricals £540.00 £90.00 Electrical works - Cemetery 

Chubb £193.26 £32.21 
Maintenance Contract - 
Cemetery 

St James’s Church 
Centre 

£40.00 £0.00 Room hire 

St James’s Church 
Centre 

£50.00 £0.00 Room hire 

Electralast £54.00 £9.00 Greenwell Lane – testing  

Electralast  £54.00 £9.00 Cemetery - testing 

Protector Group £2,112.00 £352.00 CCTV maintenance 

South Road Tyres £30.00 £5.00 Wiper blades 

South Road Tyres £102.00 £17.00 Tyres 

James N McLean £174.04 £29.01 Misc equipment 

James N McLean £18.49 £3.08 Misc equipment 

J Pibworth £194.39 £12.29 Misc (stamps, bulbs) 

T Kirton £52.65 £0.00 Mileage  

J Pibworth £180.45 £0.00 Mileage  

Mole Country Stores £28.00 £4.67 Misc equipment 

Depothire Ltd £396.00 £66.00 Skip hire (allotments) 

Pickard Electricals £131.56 £21.93 Electrical testing Rob Foun 

Friends of the Earth £375.00 £0.00 Event Grant  

Alnwick & District 
Natural History Society 

£250.00 £0.0 Grant 
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T Kirton £42.70 £0.00 Refreshments 

The Northumberland 
Estates 

£24.48 £4.08 
Post crete 

TOTAL £115,431.04 £4,368.83   
  

 * Indicates LGA 1972 s137 Expenditure (Total £0.00). 

The following invoices were paid by direct debit & were reported for information: 

British Gas £25.63 £0.00 Maintenance contract Cemetery Lodge 

Corona £45.80 £2.29 Electricity Cem Chapel (Paid 16/1) 

BT £109.70 £18.28 Phone / broadband charges Greenwell 
Lane / Cemetery 

NEST £72.14 £12.02 Pension payments 

Biffa £103.20 £6.56 Trade waste collection Cemetery 

Bank Charges £39.95 £0.00 Bank charges (Nov/Dec)  

Npower £172.40 £8.21 Cemetery (Paid 21/1) 

TOTAL 
£568.82 £47.36 

  

    

RESOLVED: To approve and authorise the above payments 
amounting to £115,431.04 and note the direct debit 
payments of £568.82. 

C19/172 

 

 
 

 

Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Alcroft reported that the manhole cover issue in Denwick Lane had now 
been going on for 18 months.  

Councillor Aynsley reported that there was no sign from the new retail park to the 
Town Centre. Councillor Swinbank advised he would take this to the next Planning 
Committee to add to the list of issues for NCC.  

Councillor Wearn advised that she had received a letter from a resident in Towergate 
asking for a grit bin. She asked if there was a list of the locations of grit bins. 
Councillor Swinbank advised that the Recreation & Amenities Committee were doing 
some work on this issue and that grit bins were for use on the roads and not the 
pavements. The Town Clerk advised that a meeting had been requested with 
Highways (responsible for gritting roads) and Local Services (responsible for gritting 
pavements). 

Councillor Wearn asked if there were any questions from St Clouds: 

She was asked how much the £12mill needed for the STEM facility was to the Town 
Council. Councillor Wearn advised that this was a lot of money for the Town Council 
but that they had access to pots of money such as Borderlands and the North of 
Tyne Mayor so the Town Council will signpost MSP to those. 

One of the teachers from St Clouds said that they had been visiting Alnwick for 40 
years. He thanked the Town Council and the local businesses for the work they do 
and explained that’s why they wish to continue to visit.  

Councillor Aynsley reported there would be a ‘fiver fest’ in Alnwick the following day. 
  

The public meeting closed at 7.47pm. 
 


