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Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee meeting held on 
Thursday 23rd January 2020 

in the St James’s Church Centre, Pottergate, Alnwick at 7.00pm 
 
Present:   Councillors P Broom (Chair), W Grisdale, M Harrington, S Patience, M Swinbank,  
  A Symmonds, G Watson and L Wood-Mitchell. 
 
In attendance:  P Hately, Town Clerk; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk; Mike Jones (MJ) 

and Karen Swinbank (KS), Chapel Lands residents. 

RA 19/41 Apologies 
Councillors Edge, Lyford and Mavin. 

RA 19/42 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Wood-Mitchell Item 8 (Event Grant Application) and Councillor Watson Item 9b) 
(Allotments). 

RA 19/43 Approval of minutes of last meeting (28th November 2019) 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on November 28th were approved as true record. 

 RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 
November 28th 2019. 

RA 19/44 Matters arising not on the agenda  
RA19/30 Alnwick Markets - Councillor Swinbank asked if there was any update. The Town 
Clerk advised that wasn’t. 

Councillor Symmonds reported that not all the traders and stallholders had been consulted 
or told about what was happening with the market. Councillor Swinbank advised that he 
had been told that all stallholders had been written to. 

Councillor Watson explained that some of the market assets had been gifted to Local 
Living and he wondered what was happening to these. He asked if the Town Clerk could 
find out about the assets especially one of the trailers which had been gifted to them by 
the Development Trust. 

Councillor Swinbank advised that Local Living were asked what community assets they 
have and how they will be dealt with.   

RA19/37 PA System – Councillor Swinbank asked of there was an update on the purchase 
of a PA System. The Town Clerk advised that there wasn’t.  

RA 19/45 

 

Budget Update 2019/20 
2019/2020 Budget: The Assistant to the Town Clerk circulated a copy of the Recreation 
& Amenities Committee Income and Expenditure for 2019/20 as at December 31st 2019 
highlighting the following lines: 

EXPENDITURE New expenditure in brackets: 

EVENTS - Total payments made to date £17,905.51.  

Carol Service £226.46 (Organist £80). 

Alnwick in Bloom grant £4,000 (Hanging basket watering £2,402.06, NiB Entry Fee 
£200, Bulbs £34.80 and Grant payment £1,563.14). The Assistant to the Town Clerk 
passed on the thanks of the Alnwick in Bloom Committee for the increased grant. 

Lantern Parade £391.75 (NCC stage costs £391.75).  
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PROJECTS - Total payments made to date £10,675.11. No new expenditure. Decision 
about Town Leaflet needed. The Town Clerk advised that the Town Centre & Retail 
Advisory Group would make the decision. 

ASSETS & SERVICES - Total payments made to date £57,548.64.  

Wages and salaries £16,652.02 (9 months salaries). 

Playground Expenses £2,619.57 (£246 for Swansfield Park).  

Town Hall lighting £91.78 (2 qtrs electricity). 

Robertson’s Fountain £445.38 (Water qtr2 £42.69). 

Allotment expenses £6,473.97 (Water qtr3 £185.69, Ratten Row water supply £2,500).  

Bins £6,881.53 (larger Market Place bins £2,212). 

Additional Grass Cuts £2,100 (NCC £2,100). 

Alnwick Bike Track £1,360.03 (New sign £26.66, rent £100).  

 RESOLVED:  To receive the budget update.  

RA 19/46 

 

Zip Wire - Licence 
The Town Clerk advised that the licence for the zip wire needed signing so that the 
Town Council could take over responsibility. An NCC Safety Inspector was not satisfied 
with the current set up so the zip wire has been taken out of operation until a suitable 
braking system is installed.  

Councillor Swinbank asked who was paying for the zipwire repairs. The Town Clerk 
advised that the County Councillors had paid the bulk of the costs and that the Town 
Council will pay for the braking system. 

Councillor Broom suggested looking at the other contractors who had bid to install the 
new equipment to see if any specified a braking system. 

 RESOLVED:  To receive the update. 

RA 19/47 Town Centre gritting priorities 
The Town Clerk advised that he and Councillor Castle had met with NCC’s Local Services 
staff to discuss the current gritting areas.  

Councillor Swinbank advised that this had been discussed at the Sustainable Travel 
Working Group when suggested alterations to the gritting had been suggested which 
had then been discussed with NCC. There had been discussions about an additional grit 
spreading adaptor for one of NCC’s tractors. He suggested speaking to NCC’s Local 
Services Manager using the larger map from 2019. 

RESOLVED:  To arrange a meeting with NCC to talk about 
priority gritting routes.  

RA 19/48 

 

 

 

 

 

Updates: 

a) Play Areas  
The Town Clerk gave an update on recent works at the play areas: 

Glovers Green play area – new Wetpour and swings have been installed. A bench has 
also been bought for the play area.  

Swansfield Park play area – new red Wetpour installed. 

Alnwick North play area – Wetpour repaired.   
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Councillor Patience asked if the sign had been reinstalled at the Bullfield Play area. 
Councillor Swinbank advised that the ropes had not been replaced after the wooden pole 
had be replaced. 

The Town Clerk advised that the Project & Funding Officer would be taking on 
responsibility for all Play Areas. 

RESOLVED:  To check the sign has been reinstalled and the 
ropes replaced at Bullfield Community Orchard Play Area.  

b) Allotments 
The Town Clerk advised that the Allotment Working Group had met the previous 
Monday. Councillor Patience advised that the Working Group would be making visits to 
the allotment sites during the day. 

He advised that the Project & Funding Officer would be taking on responsibility for all the 
Allotment sites and that several improvements were planned to include noticeboards at 
each site. 

ST GEORGES - The Town Clerk reported that there was a new Community Allotment at 
St Georges which was currently being cleared.  

Councillor Patience advised that they were going to apply for a grant of £500 from NCC’s 
Locality Officer. 

Councillor Wood-Mitchell advised that Jewsons were very helpful and generous with 
providing materials.  

RATTEN ROW - The Town Clerk reported that issues with the new water supply at 
Ratten Row needed sorting out.  

c) Street Furniture 
Seats:  The Assistant to the Town Clerk advised that a new seat has been purchased for 
the Sensory Garden which will be installed alongside the existing seat at the hospital side 
of Column Field. Both seats will have plaques stating that they were donated by Alnwick 
Town Council (cost £950). 

Three new recycled low benches have been purchased – two rainbow and one blue with 
one of the rainbow benches to be installed at Glovers Green play area. (cost £450).   

Green Batt: an ATC bench had been installed to match the existing ones and AiB to 
purchase replacement. 

Pinfold: a reclaimed bench had been painted and will be installed shortly. 

Bins:  The Assistant to the Town Clerk advised that two of the four new, higher capacity 
heritage bins had been installed in the Market Place with the existing bins moved to 
replace red dog bins at Dovecote Terrace and Pottergate Gardens. The other two bins will 
be installed shortly, and existing bins moved to Column Field and St Georges allotments. 

New bins ordered – 3 Jubilee bins and 1 Chieftain bins ordered (cost £1,500). 

Map cases: Bus Station: the new map case has arrived and will be installed shortly. (Cost 
£2,500) New Perspex for the map cases at Sainsbury’s and Alnwick Garden (Denwick 
Lane) have been purchased and will be installed shortly along with new maps for all 11 
map cases. Looking to do some planting under the new map case at the bus station.  

Other town centre street furniture: Still awaiting gold paint from contractor for Town 
Centre lettering on the archway at Greenwell Road end of Greenwell Lane.  

Councillor Patience reported that the trees in the planters needed regular watering. The 
Assistant to the Town Clerk advised that she had checked all the planters and only one 
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seemed to have suffered from lack of water. She would ensure that regular watering 
would take place especially during periods of hot weather. 

Councillor Swinbank asked about the new fingerpost at the bus station. The Assistant to 
the Town Clerk advised that the Project & Funding Officer had this in hand. 

Councillor Broom reported that several seats around town needed cleaning. The 
Assistant to the Town Clerk advised the asset check would be undertaken by the end of 
February which would identify street furniture (including seats) which needed cleaning, 
repairing or replacing. 

Councillor Broom reported that Greenwell Lane needed pressure washing and that there 
were leaves under some of the seats.  

Councillor Swinbank reported that, now the Tourist Information Centre and Library had 
moved into the Playhouse the fingerposts around town needed changing. The Assistant 
to the Town Clerk advised that the Project & Funding Officer was organising this. 
Councillor Swinbank reported that a wall mounted TIC sign needed removing.  

RESOLVED: To accept the updates.  

RA 19/49 Event Grant Application 2020 (Investing in Alnwick) 
Investing in Alnwick: The Town Clerk advised that the funding request was for an 
event to celebrate International Women’s Day involving several elements including Arts 
& Craft sessions, speakers and poetry sessions. Having spoken to the applicant, the 
grant request was for £1,000 to cover the cost of the food at an event at £30 per head. 

Councillors were very supportive of celebrating International Women’s Day and would 
have liked to support the event in some way, but felt that, as the element for which 
funding had been requested was not open to everyone, it was not within the remit of the 
Town Council so were unable to offer any grant funding. 

Councillors confirmed that they would have supported funding to cover speakers travel 
expenses, room hire, the Arts & Crafts elements of the event or a poetry prize. 

RESOLVED:  To advise Investing in Alnwick that their 
grant application was unsuccessful.   

RA 19/50 Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Grisdale reported that contractors parking on Clayport Bank. Councillor 
Swinbank advised that NCC be asked to sweep the pavement area.  

The Assistant to the Town Clerk advised that Alnwick Garden Town Trust were holding 
an event on February 20th to raise money to light up Tenantry Column.  Councillor 
Symmonds advised that councillors and officers have supported similar events in the 
past. 

Meeting closed at 8.30pm 


