
    

Minutes of the Cemetery Committee meeting held 

on Thursday 27th February 2020 

at the St James’s Church Centre, Pottergate, Alnwick at 6.00pm  

  

Present:             Cllrs J Humphries (Chair), M Swinbank, A Waton, G Watson and L Wearn.   

In attendance:   P Hately, Town Clerk; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk; Andrew Robson, Parish 

Clerk, Denwick Parish Council. 
 

CEM 19/30 Apologies  

Cllrs Allcroft. 

CEM 19/31 

  

Declarations of Interest   

None.  

CEM 19/32 Minutes of Last Meeting  

The minutes of the Cemetery Committee meeting held on 5h December 2019 were 
tabled for approval.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 5th December 

2019 were agreed as a true record. 

CEM 19/33 Minutes of Last Meeting – to raise any matters not covered by the agenda  

None.  

CEM 19/34 Cemetery Activity  

The Assistant to the Town Clerk took councillors through the Cemetery activity data as 

at January 31st 2020 and explained that activity had improved.  

So far in 2019/20, there had been 29 burials (25 burials and 4 ashes burials). There had 
been 5 plots purchased with burial in area 37A and 7 burials in pre purchased plots 
including 1 burial from Denwick. So far in February there have been 6 more burials (4 
burials and 2 ashes burials), 2 plots purchased with burial in area 37A, the Chapel used 
on 3 more occasions and an additional surcharge of £100.   

Remaining plots – Old part area 19A has 7 plots available, the Natural Burial Area has 
33 plots available (6 have been sold but not used); area 37A (consecrated) has 33 plots 
available, area 37A (un-consecrated) has 16 plots available plus ashes plots.   

The chapel has been used on 3 occasions and there has been an additional surcharge 
of £1.020. 

 RESOLVED: To note the activity update.   

CEM 19/35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019/20 budget update   

The Assistant to the Town Clerk took councillors through the budget sheet as at 31st 

January 2020.  She explained that income at this point was well down against the 

budgeted figure of £43k so expenditure was being monitored carefully. Expenditure for 

2019/20 is currently £54,924 and noted the following lines: 

Wages, PAYE – £27,967 for 10 months wages.   

Stationery, Phone - £241.93 for 9 months phone bills. 

Building repairs - £1,036.65 (additional £41.06 for wooden strainers). 

Grounds maintenance and tree works – £12,840 (additional £455.37 for materials, trade 

waste and new bin store). 

Electricity - £412.87 – 10 months electricity bills for Chapel, store and office. 

Water - £523.82 – 3 quarters water bills for Lodge and ground taps. 

Income for 2019/20 is currently £19,185. 

  
  



Councillor Swinbank asked what the training would be used for. The Town Clerk advised  

this was for digger training for the new p/t Town Handyman. 

Councillor Swinbank asked if there was going to be a rebate from NCC. The Assistant to 

the Town Clerk advised that a letter had arrived that day advising that a rebate of £676 

would be paid. 

RESOLVED: To receive the budget figures. 

CEM 19/36 

 

Updates  

a) Works  

The Assistant to the Town Clerk reported no additional works had been undertaken 
since the last meeting. She advised that she had meetings with an electrical contractor 
to discuss replacing the lights with low energy units and with a contractor to talk bout 
the last two areas of pointing that needed doing.  

 
b) Tree Works and Lime Strategy 
Tree works – The Assistant to the Town Clerk reported that Downy Birch adjacent to 
Sainsbury’s car park and the Whitebeam behind the workshop had now been felled. The 
sonic tomography had also been carried out on the large Birch Tree and the report 
noted that nothing significant had shown up so no additional works were needed. A 
copy of the report has been sent to the tree surveyor.  

Lime Strategy – The Assistant to the Town Clerk issued a copy of the Lime Tree 
Strategy for review and approval. She took the committee through the document and 
attached plans – a plan of the Cemetery with all the Lime trees marked and a copy of 
the schedule for Cycle 1 of the Strategy listing the 12 Lime trees in area 4 of the 
Cemetery to be pollarded in 2020. 

c) Northumbria in Bloom  

The Assistant to the Town Clerk reported that the Northumbria in Bloom judges would 
be making their Spring visit in April and their main judging day in July. She asked that if 
anyone could spare a few hours to help with tidying it would be appreciated. Councillor 
Watson advised that he would be happy to help.  

RESOLVED: To accept the updates.   

CEM 19/37 

  

Review of Cemetery Guidelines  
The Assistant to the Town Clerk had circulated the Cemetery Guidelines and asked that 
any comments be sent through to her in by mid-March so that the document could be 
updated to send out with the new fee information at the end of March. 

 RESOLVED: To update the Guideline documents once comments 
are received.  

CEM 19/38 

  

Any Other Business  
Councillor Swinbank reported that he had spoken to the Manager at Sainsbury’s and 
Pets at Home about the amount of litter on their car parks. He asked if the Cemetery 
Superintendent and Town Handyman could be asked to do a litter pick of the footpath 
on a regular basis. 

Andrew Robson advised that he would mention this to Northumberland Estates who are 
the landlords for the sites. 

Councillor Swinbank asked if an additional bin could be installed on the footpath close 
to the cemetery entrance.  

The meeting closed at 6.50pm  

  



                                                             


