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Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on  

Thursday 12th March 2020 

in St James Church Rooms, Pottergate, Alnwick at 6.30m 
  

Present 
 
 

Cllrs L Wearn, L Aynsley, S Allcroft, P Broom, G Castle, P Edge, B Grisdale,  
M Harrington, J Humphries, J Lyford, S Patience, M Swinbank, A Symmonds and 
G Watson. 

In attendance P Hately, Town Clerk & Chief Officer; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town Clerk;  
Paul Jones, Service Director, Local Services (NCC) and 8 members of the public. 

C19/173 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Aynsley declared a pecuniary interest in Item 1 and took no part in the 
discussion. 

C19/174 Questions from the public 
Question 1 Jane Atkin (JA) from The Beauty Box 
JA handed the Town Council la petition containing 679 signatures against the on-going 
closure of Narrowgate. The Town Clerk advised that this would be handed to Paul Jones 
to take to NCC. 

Councillor Wearn advised that the issue of Narrowgate was discussed at every Alnwick 
Forum meeting and that it was NCC’s decision as to how long the trial would run but that 
it was initially for 1 year.  

Councillor Castle advised that as well as asking Paul Jones to take the petition back to 
NCC they could submit an e-petition which would eb reviewed by NCC’s Petitions Officer 
Mike Bird. He added that the results of the interim survey should have been published. 

JA asked if NCC would please open Narrowgate as businesses would be affected 
financially for the future. 

Councillor Harrington felt that there were no opportunities to see the positives of the 
scheme and that some people in favour of the road closure felt they couldn’t be heard. 

Councillor Swinbank advised that he was the Town Council representative on the 
Chamber of Trade and the Alnwick Forum and would certainly reiterate the thoughts to 
the Alnwick Forum. He felt that the process going forward needed setting out including 
how and when the decision would be made.  

JA asked why the road had been closed in the first instance. Councillor Wearn advised 
that it had been one of the areas raised during the Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood 
Plan process and that most people had been in favour of a trial.  

JA said that she understood if it had been done for safety reasons or to make it a 
community hub.  Councillor Castle advised that it had been done to improve the 
conditions for pedestrians. 

Councillor Edge said he didn’t agree with the way it had been done but that something 
needed to be done. 

Question 2 Darren Taylor (DT) from Stone Guard Guest House  
DT said that he was new to Alnwick and advised that he was applying for a grant as a 
B&B providing accommodation for cyclists and disabled guests. He asked if the Town 
Council could provide a letter of support for his application and whether they had any 
market research. Councillor Castle advised that if DT emailed him directly he would 
supply a support letter. Councillor Swinbank added that he was Chair of the Plannig, 
Highways and Transport Committee and that if DT attended the next committee meeting 
the committee would support his grant application. 
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Paul Jones (PJ), Service Director, Local Services (NCC) joined the meeting. 

Councillor Wearn advised PJ that local traders had bought a petition for NCC. 

PJ advised that he was aware of the petition. He advised that the rod closure scheme 
was due to run until July 2020 when it would be reviewed at which time the petition will 
be taken into account. 

Councillor Harrington asked if a petition in favour of the road closure scheme could be 
done. PJ advised that anyone could log a petition. 

Councillor Castle asked where NCC were with the interim survey. PJ advised that the 
interim survey results were with him and were due to be published the following week 
with commentary and proposed actions e.g. double yellow lines on Fenkle Street and 
CCTV on Narrowgate. 

Councillor Castle asked if when it was published a copy could be sent to the Chair of the 
Chamber of Trade. PJ advised that the report would include all the comments as well as 
the answers. 

Councillor Swinbank asked how the process would be taken forward and how will the 
decision be made. PJ advised that further survey work would be undertaken and would 
include business and the wider populus and the results discussed with the Chamber of 
Trade, Alnwick Town Council and the Alnwick Forum.  

C19/175 Apologies for absence  
Cllrs. Waton and Wood-Mitchell. 

C19/176 

 

Update by Paul Jones, Service Director – Local Services (NCC) 
PJ explained that he had responsibility for Highways, Technical Services and 
Neighbourhood Services. 

He advised that the LTP process had £18.6m for improvements including cycling and 
walking. There was also £12m to spend on road maintenance and a £320k increase in 
signs and lines budget and local managers can prioritise need. 

In 2020/21 £15m will be spent on road improvements (£10m on rural roads and £5m on 
U and C urban roads. 

Councillor Castle asked if this figure included pavements. PJ advised that CC would try to 
deal with requests. 

Councillor questions/comments: 

Councillor Swinbank asked if NCC could review their process for filling potholes as their 
current process doesn’t last more than a couple of weeks. PJ advised that NCC always try 
to do a permanent repair but this was not always possible as they have timescales to 
inspect and repair which, if not met, could make them liable for vehicle damage. 

Councillor Allcroft asked if Denwick Lane would be resurfaced as the replaced surface 
was now disintegrating. Councillor Castle advised that the original contractor had redone 
the job. 

Councillor Allcroft said she understood that NCC had allocated £500k for additional 
electric chargers and asked if some could be spent providing more chargers in Alnwick 
including Greenwell Lane. PJ advised that there was more money and that NCC were 
looking at demand and would be looking to plug gaps across the county. He advised that 
NCC were also looking at rapid chargers as well as mounting chargers on lampposts. 

Councillor Grisdale asked if cycle routes were part of PJ’s remit and whether his team 
were responsible for enforcing illegal parking on pavements. PJ advised that a Local 
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Cycling and Walking Improvement Plan (LCWIP) was being looked at in the main 12 
towns in Northumberland then will request funding though Government and S106.        
PJ added that parking on pavements was a civil offence so came under the remit of the 
police. It was also not possible to take a carte blanche approach as this would cause 
issues on some estates. 

Councillor Broom reported that patching work on U roads was not done properly. PJ 
advised that specific examples would be useful but sometimes it was very difficult as 
there was not much below the top surface. PJ said that since February 2020 there was a 
better system which gave utility companies a 2 year re-repair window. 

Councillor Edge thought that putting more electric charger into rural areas was a good 
idea and that smaller points would be useful. PJ advised that NCC might put a levy on 
chargers. 

Councillor Allcroft asked for an update on the cobbles. The Town Clerk advised that this 
would be covered under the Alnwick Forum Private item. 

Councillor Wearn reported that speeding was a problem on Alnmouth Road going 
towards Lesbury. PJ advised that NCC could conduct a speed survey then work with the 
police and install speed calming measures. Councillor Castle advised that the data from 
the previous speed survey had shown excessive speeds. 

Councillor Harrington reported that light pollution on industrial estates was a problem 
and that NCC depot were part of the problem. PJ advised that lighting at the depot 
should be on timers and that he would look at it. 

PJ covered a number of areas requested by the Town Council: 

Gritting – this was done early evening then early morning in Primary Routes and if it had 
snowed the Secondary routes would also be done. 

Highways Enforcement – A boards and obstructions. This would not be enforced if not 
causing an issue but the Highways Inspector will speak to the business owner/manager 
and may remove signs is an issue. 

Cleaning Town Centre signs – NCC do not have time to do this. 

PJ advised that NCC were looking to recruit volunteers to cover a number of areas 
including snow clearing and litter picking and that NCC would have a volunteer co-
ordinator. 

C19/177 

 

Approval of the Minutes of the Last meeting (13th February 2020) 
Councillor Swinbank asked that his comment about work being undertaken about grit 
bins should read Recreation & Amenities Committee not Planning Committee. The 
minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 13th February 2020 (with the amendment by 
Councillor Swinbank) were tabled for approval.  

 RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 13th February 
2020 were agreed as a true record. 

C19/178 Matters Arising 
None. 

C19/179 

 

Mayor’s Report 

20th February - Tree Planting at the Bike Track 
Attended the Tree Planting event at the Bike Track and although she didn’t manage to 
plant any trees she enjoyed a BBQ sausage and managed to talk to some of the young 
people using the track.  They were obviously, very appreciative of it and would like to 
host competitions there.  One young man was an enthusiastic competitor. 
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28th February - Bailiffgate Museum Preview 
The Anthropocene exhibition of Jose Snook’s work is stunning, immensely creative and 
thought provoking.  A series of photographs composed of skeleton leaves, plastic and 
marine pollution provided the inspiration for imagined insects in a changing world of the 
climate change we are experiencing.  The result is a beautiful set of photographs that 
highlights the problems whilst remaining an attractive display. 

29th February - Tree Planting and Panellist.  
On the final day of February, she attended an event organised by Friends of the Earth 
and supported by Alnwick Town Council.  She planted a tree and brought two more 
home for the garden. She also sat on the panel for a Q&A at the event.  The event was 
well attended with craft and information stalls providing something for everyone to do. 

6th March - MSP Project meeting, Met with Cllrs Castle and Waton, the Town Clerk, 
NCC Senior Surveyor and MSP to discuss the project and ways to turn this wonderful idea 
into reality.  Further meetings will be scheduled to support MSP with the project. 

7th March - Robinson’s shop opening.  Had the pleasure of opening the new 
Robinson’s store (the old Glendale Paints shop) on Saturday 7th.  The store amalgamates 
three shops into one and the Mayor wished Julie the best of luck for the future. 

7th March - Lions Club Charter Dinner.  Attended the Lions charter dinner to 
celebrate the anniversary of the Lions Club receiving their charter. 

8th March - Town Tidy 
The Annual Litter Pick took place on Sunday the 8th.  She thanked Janet Pibworth for 
organising it, Cllr Castle and the YHA for providing refreshments and all the volunteers 
who turned out to help clean up the town. 

8th March - International Women’s Day 
The Mayor spoke at the International Women’s Day dinner, celebrating inspirational 
women, about the women who have inspired her during her life.  She thanked Investing 
in Alnwick and Cllr. Wood-Mitchell for organising the event. 

C19/180 Updates 
a) County Council issues 
Councillor Castle advised that the election for the vacant County Council seat would be 
postponed until the autumn. 

    RESOLVED: To receive the update. 

C19/181 Risk Management Register 
The Town Clerk circulated the updated Assessment of Risks which had been considered 
by the Finance and Policy Committee.  

 RESOLVED that the Risk Management Register be approved.  

C19/182 Asset Register 
The Town Clerk circulated the updated Asset Register. The new assets had been added 
and the old items removed. He advised that the complete Asset for 2019/20 would be 
presented at the next meeting. 

 RESOLVED: To note the Asset Register. 

C19/183 Town Clerk Probation Period 
The Mayor advised that there had been no issues so the Town Clerk had passed his 
probation period. New objectives would now be set for the coming year.  

 RESOLVED: To note the successful completion of the Town 
Clerk’s probation period. 

C19/184 To Receive the Minutes of Committee 
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Minutes of the Planning, Highways & Transport Committee Meeting (20th February 2020) 
were tabled to be received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
held on 20th February 2020 were received.  

Minutes of the Cemetery Committee Meeting (27th February 2020) were tabled to be 
received.  
 RESOLVED: The minutes of the Cemetery Committee meeting 

held on 27th February 2020 were received. 

Minutes of the Finance & Policy Committee Meeting (27th February 2020) were tabled to 
be received.  

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Finance & Policy Committee 
meeting held on 27th February 2020 were received. 

C19/185 Correspondence 
The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 

 

Date  Detail  Action if any 

 Thank you letter from St Cloud’s University To note 

RESOLVED:  To receive the correspondence. 

 
 

 

C19/186 Financial Matters 

a) Payments 
The following invoices had been received/payments were due: 

PAYEE TOTAL VAT DETAIL  

Northumberland 
Estates 

£75.00 £0.00 Ratten Row Rent 

Diamond Group £26.73 £4.46 Printing  

Northumberland 
County Council 

£2,700.00 £0.00 Office Rent 

Weasdale Nurseries £838.38 £116.01 Planting (trees) 

Town & Country Tree 
Surgeons 

£2,040.00 £340.00 
Tree felling and removal 
(Cemetery) 

Northumberland 
Estates 

£9.65 £1.61 Tree Stakes 

Town & Country Tree 
Surgeons 

£1,656.00 £276.00 Tree felling (allotments) 

J Pibworth £153.42 £22.89 Cemetery tree planting 

TOTAL £7,499.18 £760.97   
  

 * Indicates LGA 1972 s137 Expenditure (Total £0.00). 

The following invoices were paid by direct debit & were reported for information: 

British Gas £25.63 £0.00 Maintenance contract Cemetery Lodge 

Corona Energy £179.93 £24.18 Electricity Cem Chapel 

BT £109.70 £18.28 Phone / broadband charges Greenwell 
Lane / Cemetery 

Wave £203.07 £0.00 Water charges 
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Biffa £232.22 £38.70 Trade waste collection Cemetery 

NEST £977.30 £0.00 Pension payment (Feb) 

Bank Charges £28.96 £0.00 Bank charges (Jan/Feb)  

TOTAL 
£1,910.23 £104.05 

  
    

RESOLVED: To approve and authorise the above payments 
amounting to £7,499.18 and note the direct debit payments 
of £1,910.23. 

 b) Bank reconciliation  
The Assistant to the Town Clerk issued the most recent bank reconciliation as at January 
31st 2020.  She reported that the cash book expenditure and income balanced and that 
11 cheques, valuing £68,860.85, remained unpresented of which £65k was the football 
club loan. 

RESOLVED: To receive the bank reconciliation. 

C19/187 

 

 
 

 

Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Aynsley asked NCC could be asked to do something about the signage into 
town from the new retail park. The Town Clerk advised that this was the responsibility 
of the developer and that he would ask Paul Jones (NCC) to chase this. 

Councillor Wearn reported that the Corona virus was in a containment phase and asked 
if councillors felt that future meetings should be cancelled. Although there were no new 
cases in Northumberland anyone with new symptoms should self-isolate for 7 days. 

The Town Clerk advised that there was a Constitution review meeting on March 24th to 
which all councillors were invited.  

Councillor Symmonds said that the Town Council needed to decide how employees 
would be paid during the Corona virus outbreak and how the council itself would 
operate.  

The public meeting closed at 8.04pm. 

C19/188 

 

 

PRIVATE AGENDA ITEMS 

Exclusion of the Public and Press  

The following resolution was moved and seconded, to exclude the public and press.  

“That pursuant to Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business, on 
the grounds that if members of the public were present during the discussion of this 
item there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in Section 
100 1 and paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act”.  The items 
discussed were: 

1. Alnwick Forum 
 


