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Minutes of the Planning, Highways and Transport Committee held on  
February 20th 2020 in St James Church Rooms, Pottergate, Alnwick at 7.00pm 

 
Present: Cllrs M Swinbank, P Broom, P Edge, M Harrington, J Humphries, A Waton,  
G Watson and L Wearn. 

In attendance: P Hately, Chief Officer and Town Clerk; J Pibworth, Assistant to the Town 
Clerk. 

P19/87 Apologies 
Councillor L Wood-Mitchell. 

P19/88 Declarations of Interest 
Councillors Wearn and Waton declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 8. Update on 
major developments. 

P19/89 Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting January 16th 2020 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on January 16th were approved as true record. 
 

 RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 
January 16th 2020 

P19/90 Matters Arising from the minutes of the previous meeting  
P19/83 Issues for NCC (Windy Edge development) - The Town Clerk advised that he had 
met with Northumberland Estates. They had advised that they were aware of the issues 
and were pleased the Town Council had asked the Enforcement Officer look into them. 

P19/83 Issues for NCC (Willowburn Retail Park) - The Assistant to the Town Clerk advised 
that NCC’s Enforcement Officer had confirmed that the lumine levels were correct at the 
M&S unit. She had spoken to M&S asking that the outside lights be turned off when not 
needed, which seems to have been done. 

P19/83 Issues for NCC (White Lining) - The Assistant to the Town Clerk reported that NCC 
had confirmed that a crew would be coming to undertake some white lining in Alnwick in 
the next couple of weeks. The Town Clerk advised that Paul Jones, NCC’s Local Services 
Director would be coming to March’s Full Council meeting. 

P19/83 Issues for NCC (Lisburn Street development) - The Assistant to the Town Clerk 
advised that NCC had agreed to use their sweeper to reduce the amount of mud on the 
pavement. No parking signs have also been put up. Councillor Broom advised that the 
parking issues has now moved to Lisburn Street. 

Planning Outcomes: 
19/04871/FUL 62 Greensfield Avenue Alnwick NE66 1BD Proposed single storey 
rear extension, first floor side extension, loft conversion and convert garage to 
playroom/utility – GRANTED. 

19/04722/PRUTPO Linden House, Alnmouth Road, Alnwick NE66 2QG Tree 
Preservation Order: T1, T2 and T3 – limes (crown thin by 25% and crown lift to 4m (gutter 
height) due to excessive shading – PERMITTED. 

19/03858/FUL Turnbulls Northumberland Foodhall Unit 2 Alnwick Retail Park 
Taylor Drive Alnwick Northumberland NE66 2DJ Retrospective: Installation of 
mezzanine, internal fit out, amendments to external door location, installation of external air 
conditioning and refrigeration units and vents. Provision of one fascia sign to front elevation. 
(amended description 28.01.2020) – GRANTED. 

P19/91 Responses made since last meeting 
19/04855/FUL Land To North West Of Denwick Village Denwick Village Denwick 
Alnwick Northumberland Development of 7no. residential dwellings, and a bypass of 
Denwick Lane (B1340) around the north of Denwick village, including all associated 
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engineering works, drainage, landscape and ancillary works. 

The Town Council support the road scheme, in principle, as it improves safety for road users 
and villagers but have the following comments to make: 

HOUSING - The Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood Plan (ADNP), made July 2017, had little 
specific improvement for the village of Denwick so this development would provide the 
opportunity to address this.  

The proposed development needs to respect and reflect the village setting and the existing 
buildings in its design, scale, layout and materials. 

ENVIRONMENT - With the current climate emergency the loss of four significant landscape 
trees (3 ash and 1 sycamore) and significant lengths of established hedging is regrettable. 
The Town Council suggest that priority suitable replacement trees and hedging are planted 
at a rate of at least three new trees for every one lost. They would also request that a 
management plan, for a minimum of five years, is put in place to ensure their 
establishment. 

TRANSPORT - A 30mph speed limit on the bypass is supported although the road being 
straightened may encourage faster traffic.  The safety of pedestrians, and cyclists must be 
taken into consideration in the design of the bypass and a gateway feature at the start of 
the 30mph zone may be appropriate to slow traffic. 

Walking/cycling - serious consideration must be given to upgrading the footway between 
Denwick and Alnwick to provide a safe cycling route to Alnwick town centre. The 
development of an LCWIP (Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans) for Alnwick 
should include this route for residents of Denwick (including children) to be able to cycle 
safely into Alnwick.  The route between Alnwick and Denwick should be a popular one, 
easily within the range of most cyclists, yet the fast traffic on the current road discourages 
many cyclists from using it. 

Public transport - replacement bus shelters should be provided at both new bus stops with 
integral seating for users. 

The following policies from the Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan need to be 
considered:  

HOUSING 
H4 Housing Design 
New housing, including conversions and the development of individual plots in the plan 
area, will be required to demonstrate that a high standard of design will be achieved. 
Design and Access Statements (to be submitted with planning applications for new housing 
in all cases) and master plans and development briefs where appropriate should 
demonstrate that they have given consideration to Building for Life 12 and the Lifetime 
Homes Standard (or their successor documents). 
H5 Existing Stock 
Extensions to existing dwellings beyond permitted development limits will be supported 
where: 
• The scale and design of the extension complements and respects the scale and design of 
the original property; 
• The extension respects the character of the street scene; and 
• The privacy, daylight, sunlight and amenity of adjoining residents is safe guarded  

TRANSPORT 
TRA2 Cycling 
Proposals for major development will be required to have safe and convenient cycle access. 
The enhancement of provision for cycling including existing cycle routes will be supported. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
ENV 6 Protecting Trees 
Development that damages or results in the loss of trees of good arboricultural and amenity 
value and which does not replace them with equivalent trees will not be permitted. 
Proposals affecting ancient trees or trees of good arboricultural and amenity value should 
be accompanied by a tree survey that establishes the health and longevity of any affected 
trees and proposals should be designed to retain ancient trees or retain or replace trees of 
arboricultural and amenity value with equivalent trees. 

HERITAGE & DESIGN 
HD1 Protecting Landscape Setting 
Development proposed in the Parishes of Alnwick and Denwick will be expected to be 
designed to avoid: 
• visual harm to the landscape character and setting of town and village; 
• the loss of landscape features that contribute to local distinctiveness or historic elements 
that contribute to landscape character and quality and to the health and well-being of 
residents and visitors. 
HD5 Design in the Wider Town 
Outside the historic core of the town new development (including extensions, alterations 
and changes of use to existing buildings) is encouraged to take the following design 
principles into account: 
a)   Footprint: expected to respect the density and grain of the surrounding distinctive 

suburban townscape;  
b)   Design: expected to make a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness 

whilst not discouraging appropriate innovation;  
c)   Quality: expected to respect and enhance the quality of the surrounding suburban 

townscape and any historic content, in design, materials, detailing and finishes;  
e)   Size and scale: expected to respond positively to local character; 
f)    Materials: expected to be sympathetic to the local materials that are traditional in the 

surrounding suburban townscape; 

19/04940/VARYCO Land South of Greensfield Industrial Estate, Willowburn 
Avenue, Alnwick Variation to Condition 2 (Approved Plans) to allow re-configuration of 
units 3-5 pursuant to approved planning application.  The Town Council have NO 
OBJECTIONS to the application but make the following comments: 

LANDSCAPING – we would request that installation and maintenance of a ‘green’ roof is 
considered to enhance wildlife habitats. 

LIGHT POLLUTION – we would request that the planning approval for the variation to units 
3-5 has a condition relating to the lighting being turned off when the stores are closed.   

The following policies from the Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan need to be 
considered:  

ENVIRONMENT 
ENV7 Landscaping of New Developments 
Proposals should consider microclimate and specify a diverse range of species, flowering 
and fruiting at different periods, which enhance wildlife habitats and contribute to national 
and local biodiversity targets. 
ENV11 Reducing Light Pollution 
All street lighting in new developments should be designed to be dimmable, capable of part-
night operation and to minimise upward light. 

P19/92 Planning Applications 
20/00276/FUL 19 Royal Oak Gardens NE66 1BD Proposed single storey side 
extension – NO OBJECTIONS. 
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20/00085/FUL 14 Walkergate, Alnwick Northumberland NE66 1NB Retrospective 
construction of wooden shed – NO OBJECTIONS. 

P19/93 Issues for NCC 

Planning issues to be reported to NCC: 
• Left hand turning lane into Willowburn Retail Park – tree were shown, in the 

original plans, as being planting by the 50yd tarmaced area. Has this since been 
agreed with NCC Officers that this will not be done.  

• Paikes Street – Upvc doors have been used on 1-4 Paikes Street despite the 
planning approval agreeing these needed to wooden. This issue has previously 
been notified to NCC. 

Highways issues to be reported to NCC: 
• There is no sign from the new retail park to the Town Centre and we would ask that 

this be installed as a matter of urgency.  

• The results of the Narrowgate Survey, which we understood was a confidential 
document, were shared with a member of the public and we would request an 
explanation as to how this happened.  

• Vehicles are parking behind the newly painted double yellow lines at the Market 
Street junction with Fenkle Street. Could we request that additional enforcement 
visits, including early evenings, are made to this area. 

• Paikes Street – vehicles are driving and parking on the pavement outside 1-4 
Paikes Street. Our understanding is that the only vehicles allowed on Paikes 
Street are from the Co-Operative Funeralcare. Can Enforcement Officers monitor. 

 RESOLVED: To send the issues to NCC.  

P19/94 Update on major developments 
Windy Edge – 2 DISCONS have been submitted: 
Discharge of Condition 29 (0ff-site highways works) an 31 (surface water drainage) –  
awaiting comments from NCC Officers. 
Discharge of Condition 30 – (Refuse Storage and Strategy) and Condition 34 (Cycle Parking) 
– both approved by NCC Officer. 

Willowburn retail park – No updates. 

Willowburn Industrial Estate – The planning application for the new Premier Inn was 
recommended for approval by NCC’S Planning Officer and has subsequently been approved 
by NCC’s Planning Committee. 

Former Duke’s Middle School site – The TPO assessment has been carried out on February 
12th by the allocated Planning Officer and North Area Tree Office. The official outcome will 
know shortly, once they have met with NCC Senior Planning Manager.   

   RESOLVED: To note the updates.  

P19/95 Alnwick Town Council Planning Protocols review 
The Assistant to the Town Clerk had issued the current Planning Protocols being used by 
officers regarding planning applications and meetings. The Town Clerk advised that 
guidance from NALC and NCC on the content of the protocols would be checked. 

Councillor Waton advised that he thought an appendix with examples of reasons for 
planning refusals would be a useful addition to the document and offered to draft this. 

 RESOLVED:  To send comments on the Planning Protocols to 
the Assistant to the Town Clerk and review the amended 
Planning Protocols at the next Planning meeting. 
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P19/96 Bus travel report  
Councillor Swinbank reported that The Times were writing a report on bus services in the 
North East and that he and the Mayor had been interviewed by a journalist from The Times 
to discuss the issues with bus services in and around Alnwick. He explained that the 
Government were putting money into public transport. 

Councillor Watson asked how the money could be accessed. Councillor Swinbank advised 
that Councillor Castle had written and that councillors would be kept informed of any reply.  

Councillor Swinbank asked if officers could chase NCC for a copy of the safety audit done 
on Wagonway Road.  

Councillor Waton asked if The Times article was available.   

 RESOLVED: To source a copy of The Times article on bus 
services in the North East. 

P19/97 Any Other Urgent Business 
Councillor Broom asked how banners can be put up without planning permission. Councillor 
Harrington advised that banners can be put up for a limited amount of time without 
permission. 

Councillor Broom reported that the banner on Narrowgate was flapping and that the noise 
was keeping residents awake.  

Councillor Watson thought that bin stores for the trade waste bins would be beneficial in 
the Market Place.  

Councillor Swinbank reported that the LTPs for 2020/21 had ben issued. There were a 
number of activities which would be funded in Alnwick: 

£20k in case Narrowgate pedestrianisation becomes permanent 

£20k for zebra crossing on Wagonway Road / Victoria Terrace 

£50k for improvements including pavement at St James’s roundabout. NCC Officer is 
finding out what is include in the improvements. 

He advised that NCC had allocated £7.5m for improvements of Minor roads, new roads and 
pavements budget. In Alnwick the following pavement locations had been identified: 

Swansfield Park Road – both sides 

Wagonway Road (Park View seat) to Column Cottage – Park View side 

Alnmouth Road from Oaky Balks to West Acres – South side 

Fenkle Street – North side 
 

The meeting closed at 8.48 p.m. 

 


