


Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan First Review

Steering Group Meeting No 5

27th September 2023 - 6.30pm Lindisfarne Centre, Alnwick

Notes of Meeting

Attendees
Geoff Watson (Chairing), Peter Edge, Peter Reed, Martin Swinbank, Lynda Wearn, Martin Harrington

Officers attending 
Peter Hately and Tim Kirton plus Peter Biggers – Review Coordinator


1) Apologies: 
None received

2) Approval of Meeting Notes 
The meeting notes of the meeting on 26/7/23 were approved

3) Stage reached in process
There are some gaps from the Community Facilities, Town Centre and Economy and Employment advisory groups which have not yet met with PB.  There is to be a separate Economy and Employment Group which  was previously with the Housing group.

Action – TK to put out a note to the business world alerting them to the ADNP meeting in October.


4) Advisory Group Discussions – Brief report back from Leads of Advisory Groups who have met so far:

Sustainable Travel: 
· Park and Ride probably not something to be included in the refreshed Plan. 
· 20 minute Neighbourhood to be identified in the Plan
· Walking and Cycling polices may be combined into one policy
· Former rail routes to be safeguarded: Former Cornhill line (for Greenway), Bridge St. – St. James roundabout, South Road to Alnmouth section of the former Alnmouth line, with a link to the AVR via a new bridge over the A1
· A coach parking strategy and provision for motor homes/camper vans in town
· Policy adjustments to safeguard the Lionheart Station to Alnmouth trackbed to encourage the AVR’s plans for events and facilities on their site

Housing:
· Cllr. Julia Lyford has stepped down as Chair of the group, succeeded by Cllr. Lynda Wearn. 
· There are gaps in the Housing Needs Survey undertaken last year and further work to fill these will be undertaken by ARC4. 
· NCC are being encouraged to be active in enabling and facilitating new housing 

Environment
· Needs a broader Environmental Action Plan.
· Biodiversity Action Plan - Northumberland Estates are proposing two locations as “Biodiversity Net Gain” sites, but we need to work with more landowners to find more Biodiversity Net Gain sites. 
· Looking for Net Gain Wildlife Areas as part of any further new developments; these should have public access wherever possible. NCC and ATC could also create such new NGWAs. 
· The Advisory Group is looking at green spaces within Alnwick which are valued by the community and looking for potential new green spaces which are not sports field or recreation sites. The high ground paddock area at Peter’s Mill is likely to be identified as one such site.
· Delivery of the identified allotment site at Peter’s Mill.
· Better protection of existing trees and better tree planting – the current ADNP policy is not definitive enough about what types of tree should be planted, new tree planting needs to be similar to what is already established in the town and this needs to be referred to in the refreshed ADNP. 
· Generating the capacity of renewable energy to be added to the refreshed ADNP.


Heritage and Design
· The A1 gateway approach to the town from the south is identified as a priority for landscaping, other approaches are all well protected. 
· Town Centre: Concentrate around The Lanes area
· Need to consider the impact of design in Alnwick’s suburbs and development sites and the impact of these upon the town centre, for example the creation of additional traffic along accesses such as Wagonway Road. 
· We need to think about what is different about Alnwick which would mean that the standard national and county-wide rules should not apply. 
· Heritage – where do responsibilities lie? Who has ownership of heritage areas and features?
· Cllr. Lynda Wearn to join the Heritage and Design Advisory Group.


5) Consultancy Support and Progress and ADNPR funding
We need further research into sector specific needs in housing and on the impact of holiday letting. ARC4 are likely to undertake this, starting in October and are currently undertaking scoping to identify the gaps in the last Housing Needs Study. 

PB has approached Locality for funding for design coding work. Design input is needed for the following areas and issues :

· What will happen if we continue to build on the urban edge? 
· The effects on approaches and gateways into the town centre
· Areas in the town centre which require improvement such as the bus station and its surroundings and The Lanes.

The maximum grant for consultancy support work for the current financial year will be £10,000 and this is fully committed for the “gap-plugging” work on the HNS, for PB’s costs and for printing and consultation costs so there is no further capacity for using the grant for the design works. The funding must be spent by 31st March 2024.

The design work will not be supported by NCC funding. 

Action:  PH to take an item to ATC in October identifying the need for £20,000 spend 


6) Direction Forwards
PB circulated a revised Project Timetable.  

Action: TK to email the revised Project Timetable to all. 

Next three ADNPR Steering Group meetings, all in the Lindisfarne Centre at 6.30pm:

-	Wed 8/11/23
-	Wed 13/12/23
-	Wed 24/1/23 

Meeting Closed 8.00 27th September 2023



