


Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan First Review

Steering Group Meeting No 6

8th November 2023 - 6.30pm Lindisfarne Centre, Alnwick

Notes of Meeting


Attendees
Cllr. Geoff Watson (Chairing), Peter Reed (Civic Society), Cllr. Martin Swinbank, Cllr. Lynda Wearn, Cllr. Martin Harrington, Bill Grisdale, Ian McRae (Gallery youth), Sarah Brannigan (NCC), Janet Pibworth

Officers attending 
Peter Hately and Tim Kirton plus Peter Biggers – Review Coordinator


1) Apologies: 
Tony Brown and Marianne Whitfield (MSP) Cllr. Gordon Castle, Cllr. Peter Edge, Colin Barnes, Barry Spall. 

2) Approval of Meeting Notes 
The meeting notes of the meeting on 27/9/23 were approved

3) Stage reached in process
The topics not covered so far by advisory groups meeting with PB are Economy and Community Facilities. 

There will be a new Economy Group with sub-groups underneath, dealing with the town centre for example. It is proposed that the Economy Group will be comprised mainly of members of the Borderlands Board (subject to that Board’s agreement) plus others as appropriate.  There was some concern that on this basis the Economy Group would have to include a large number of topics, including the economy, the town centre, retail and tourism, which may be too much for one group to deal with. 

It was agreed that a December meeting will be arranged between the Borderlands Board and the ADNP Steering Group to initially discuss this and assess whether the Borderlands Board was prepared to act as the Economic Advisory Group for the Review with regular ADNPR business on its agenda so that there is full alignment between the Borderlands Project and the ADNPR. This first meeting could also discuss the practicality of whether the town centre and tourism aspects of the local economy should all be part of one group.

Regarding Community Facilities, in response to a suggestion from PB Cllr. Lynda Wearn agreed that they would work together to cover community facilities arranging to meet with for example primary health bodies to ensure health is properly covered. LW also reported that local resident Hugh Ferrand is keen on bringing Further and Higher Education opportunities and developments into the town, which again might be best located under Community Facilities although there were clearly links into the Economy Group. 

4) Consultancy Support and Progress 
Work has been commissioned to develop the Housing Needs Assessment carried out in 2022 (work being undertaken by ARC4) and the Design Project (work being undertaken by Colin Haylock Planning and Design).  

ARC4’s HNA research will build on the AECOM’s work and fill the gaps in that research and ARC4 will report before Christmas. 
The Design Project is focussing on key areas of change anticipated in the town as well as seeking to inform improvements in the historic core. The impact upon the town’s landscape setting of edge of town developments is currently being investigated as part of the Design Project which will also report by Christmas. 

5) ADNPR Funding
£10,000 Locality funding has been secured and there may be an opportunity to apply to Locality again next year for the next stages, as we progress.  

6) General and Introductory text to Review 
A revised draft of the text for the introductory sections of the plan and the delivery section at the end for the Review had been circulated. The highlighted text is to be updated to be consistent with changing national policy and the new Local Plan. Members were encouraged to review the draft text and Email any comments to PB for consideration.  

This is an initial draft, and PH explained that the structure of the review may alter slightly to reflect what may become the governance model for community action proposals where there would be 3 themes each with a councillor to champion. This would move away from the advisory group “committee” structure towards a more project delivery-based approach. The structure of the Review would be slightly remodelled to reflect this although individual topic sections would remain. 

7) Sustainability Chapter and Climate Emergency Text

PB had circulated a paper showing the draft text and a proposed overarching policy ADNP1 seeking to achieve sustainable development in response to the climate emergency. 

Sustainability and Climate Emergency will sit as high-level overarching themes to make clear that the Council and its partners in the ADNP are fully aware of the Climate Emergency and are undertaking actions to contribute to dealing with this. The policy aims to retain Alnwick as a compact town and proposes the idea of development in 20 minute neighbourhoods to encourage the use of non car modes of transport in day to day living. The balance between housing and jobs and services also needs to be demonstrated in any development taking place in the town. 

MS pointed out that the Net Zero figure on page 3 of the draft text should be 100%. He also suggested that the matter of changes to the settlement boundary would have to be considered

PB had spoken with Steven Robson (NCC Strategy) regarding the former DCHS site on Howling Lane, which is considered a better site for housing than further extending to the south of the town but the boundaries of the DCHS site in that case need to be included within the settlement boundary defined in the Local Plan. Currently only the brownfield element of the site is within the settlement boundary.  The DCHS site is probably one of the few sites we can use for Community-Led Housing (CLH). The current housing allocation at the former DCHS is for 60 units but PB suggests there is scope for additional housing in the refreshed ADNP including CLH and open space at this location. The need for a genuine mix of housing at the site was stressed. Colin Barnes at Northumberland Estates has advised that there is interest from the private sector in the site. 
Steven Robson had indicated that in his view such a change and other minor adjustments to the settlement boundary could be progressed through the ADNP review and would not undermine the strategic intent of the Local Plan

8) Direction Forwards  - Options Consultation, Winter 2013

The key outputs from studies for some sections of the draft ADNPR will not be known until December. PB had attached a note of what options might be coming forward. Advisory Group Chairs will take these options away and feed back directly to PB. The Advisory Groups are to report back their option choices  to the next ADNPR Steering group on 13th December so that these can then be worked up into consultation boards with mapping as necessary during January with the objective of an Options consultation towards the end of January / early February. JP to establish possible Saturdays when the Northumberland Hall would be available for this drop-in consultation session. 

9) Dates of next three Steering Group meetings

Wednesday 13th December at 7pm (Note this change of time)
Wednesday 24th January 2024 at 6.30pm
Wednesday 28th February 2024 at 6.30pm  


The meeting ended at 7.36pm. 







