


Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan First Review

Steering Group Meeting No 7

13th December 2023 - 7pm Lindisfarne Centre, Alnwick

Notes of Meeting


Attendees
Cllr. Lynda Wearn (Chairing), Peter Reed (Civic Society), Cllr. Peter Edge, Cllr. Martin Swinbank, Cllr. Martin Harrington, Cllr. Geoff Watson, Sarah Brannigan (NCC). 

Officers attending 
Peter Hately, Jane Coltman (ATC) and Tim Kirton plus Peter Biggers – Review Coordinator, 


1) Apologies: 
Ian McRae (Gallery Youth), Cllr. Gordon Castle, Colin Barnes, Barry Spall (both Northumberland Estates)

2) Approval of Meeting Notes 
The meeting notes of the meeting on 8/11/23 were approved

3) Consultancy Support and Progress

Local Economic Assessment: We need more evidence relating to the local economy : PB had produced a brief for appropriate research, which was being issued to consultants for quotes, namely Centrifuge Consulting, ESR and Ortis Economic Research. These quotes are required to be submitted by 14/12/2023. Further Technical Support funding could be sought from Locality but this would take time which we do not have and we would be allocated to consultants AECOM which would not necessarily be appropriate for a local economic assessment of Alnwick and Denwick. 

Design Project:  PB had met with Colin Haylock to discuss progress with the design work, on December 8th (see below).

Housing Needs Assessment: This will be completed before Christmas. The findings so far indicate a need for 100 homes per year, a significant increase on the 2016 figure, which underlines that discussions need to be held with NCC about affordable housing. It would appear that the tenure mix needs to be 70% Social Rent and 30% affordable to buy.  There may be a need to identify an exceptional housing site, i.e. one outside the settlement boundary. At the same time there are a number of empty buildings within Alnwick; the evidence of the assessment will be key to tackling empty properties. 

4) Direction Forwards: Options Consultation
A paper by PB had been circulated by email. It is proposed to hold a public consultation drop in event within Northumberland Hall on Saturday 24th February between 9.30 and 14.30 (Note – Since the meeting this is now likely to slip to March to allow the economic assessment to advance sufficiently before we consult) . The Advisory Groups will provide volunteers at the consultation event.  The two information Screens ATC has available can be used to show appropriate videos presentations of material relating to the ADNPR refresh. Jane Coltman will produce the presentations for the screens and can also produce all the required publicity ahead of the event. The Economic Assessments (mentioned above) can also be presented at the consultation event. The attendance of any NCC officers needs to be confirmed.  The need to attract attendees who may have not previously attended consultation events was also emphasised. 

5) Options Likely to be Coming Forward
A paper by PB had been circulated by email and Colin Haylock’s slides from the previous week’s meeting were shown; these included options for sites such as the bus station, the former DCHS site for housing and parking, Roxboro Place for housing and parking, additional business development sites around the A1 and lionheart, additional local green spaces (which the Environment Group would like to add), potential biodiversity net gain sites identified by the Environment group, the gateways into the town,  and protection of existing, and identification of additional, allotment space. Further tree protection may be sought in key locations around the town principally on gateways and there needs to be precise identification of further possible allotment site locations. At the Public Consultation event, consultation could also be held on the possible provision and location of the proposed skate park and the possible illumination of this and the bike track. 

PB will meet in January with Group Leaders to discuss the above. 

  
6) Dates of next three Steering Group meetings

Wednesday 24th January 2024 at 6.30pm
Wednesday 28th February 2024 at 6.30pm  
Wednesday 27th March 2024 at 6.30pm


The meeting ended at 9pm. 







