Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan First Review

Steering Group Meeting No 8

24th January 2024 – 6.30pm Lindisfarne Centre, Alnwick

Notes of Meeting


Attendees
Cllr. Geoff Watson (Chairing),Cllr. Lynda Wearn, Cllr. Peter Edge,  Cllr. Martin Swinbank, Cllr. Martin Harrington, Peter Reed (Civic Society), Ian McRae (Gallery Youth)

Officers attending 
Peter Hately and Tim Kirton (ATC) plus Peter Biggers – Review Coordinator, 


1) Apologies: 
Sarah Brannigan (NCC), Marianne Whitfield and Tony Brown (MSP), Barry Spall (Northumberland Estates)

2) Approval of Meeting Notes 
The meeting notes of the meeting on 13th December 2023 were approved.  There were no matters arising. 

3) Consultancy Support and Progress

Local Economic Assessment: A meeting had been held between the consultants and stakeholders to discuss arrangements for the assessment and the consultants Ortus ER had commenced one to one meetings with key stakeholders . Ortus ER were drafting a stakeholder survey but PB had not had sight of it yet. (Note this has since been circulated to all stakeholders). Ortus ER were now likely to be reporting at the end of February/early March. As a result the Options Consultation will now take place in March (see below). 

Design Project:  PR had met with Colin Haylock to discuss progress with the design work and a meeting between Colin and the Heritage and Design Advisory group had been held to share ideas. 

Housing Needs Assessment: PB had received a draft of the HNA from ARC4 and a summary of that document had been circulated by email to members of this Group. The HNA had looked at housing need for under 45s; PB had asked ARC4 to identify specific needs for under 25s but ARC4 advise they can only determine under 35s’ needs. Findings are that 35% of people in the under 35s age group cannot afford to buy or rent housing in Alnwick.  It is proposed as a result of the assessment that the revised Neighbourhood Plan should increase the % provision of affordable housing on main sites to 30% from the current 25%. However the ADNPR Housing Advisory Group needs to consider this. Action:  Housing Action Group

Under 25s’ information should be taken into account. Info was available from Rebecca Fenwick and would be forwarded to ARC4 again (PB was fairly sure ARC4 had been sent it).  Action:  PB to contact Rebecca Fenwick. 

IM advised that 99 people under 25 are currently on the housing waiting list in Alnwick.  Action:  PB to ask for this to be compared with elsewhere in Northumberland. 

There was a strong feeling amongst the Steering Group Members that ARC4 should be asked to do more in respect of young persons housing need.

The requirement  of 950 new properties in the existing Northumberland Local Plan  is close to being met. It is estimated from the ARC 4 assessment work that a further 200-250 affordable homes are required in Alnwick.  Thiis was unlikely to be met from the remaining allocations and would require an increase in provision in the period up to 2036.

In answer to a question PB clarified that whilst the Neighbourhood Plan could refer to the young persons’ housing need it cannot allocate housing specifically for young people. 

NCC has now set a precedent with the purchase of 11 new houses at market value at the Peter’s Mill development for allocation as affordable dwellings. However the steering group were not convinced of the wisdom of this approach over County building and managing its own housing stock on for example the school sites. 

Consultants ARC4 will attend (virtually) the next meeting of the Housing Advisory Group at 2.30pm on February 12th, which will take place by Teams.


4) Options Consultation
This is now expected to take place on Saturday March 23rd.  Topic-specific and Site-specific options boards will be created and a 5-minute video will also be produced to support the consultation. Up to three display boards and storyboard content for the video from each group on the options being considered will be required.  

Feedback forms will be available as well as the opportunity for the public to have more wide ranging discussions on each topic table. The essence of these more wide ranging discussions would also need to be recorded. 

A flyer to all households and the ATC website and social media will also be used to promote the event, with provision made to count the number of “hits” on both; comments could be invited back via the website and social media but responses would need to be controlled to avoid inappropriate comments. Any questions asked will need to be carefully devised to ensure that responses are not skewed and to ensure that the public feel genuinely consulted rather than being presented with “answers”. 

Volunteers from each advisory group are essential to help run this event and are also required to support any other community engagement .  Action: Topic group leads are to speak to their members to ensure sufficient volunteers are available on the day and to support other events. 


5) Options Likely to be Coming Forward

It was agreed that in addition to topic specific boards there would need to be boards dealing with cross cutting matters – mainly site specific as follows :
· Bus station from hereon to be referred to as “Lagny St / Clayport St junction area”. Rather than “bus station” as the proposals would potentially affect Lagny Street, the Maltings car park, and New Row.
· The Lanes – including but not solely Roxboro Place
· Former School Sites – Lindisfarne and DCHS  

The Sustainable Travel Group wished specifically to sound out the public on:

1. Maintaining a compact town and 20 minute neighbourhoods
2. Cycling/Walking Routes – Networks in town and out into the countryside eg the Cornhill Line
3. Car parking issues
4. Traffic management schemes updates on Narrowgate and the Cobbles

The Heritage Group wished specifically to sound out the public on :

1. Landscape – protection – use
2. Areas of special character – approaches / Alnmouth Road/ ‘Railway Terraces’/Swansfield Park road
3. Historic core – vulnerable heritage/ pressures on the conservation area eg Howick street suburb 
4. Town centre regeneration sites as above

The Environment Group wished specifically to sound out the public on :

1. Local Green Spaces, 
2. Allotments 
3. Biodiversity Net Gain Areas
4. Tree protection
5. Lighting, 
6. Renewable energy and district heating 
7. Water and Drainage.  
There will also be interactive maps and people  encouraged to write on these. 

Community facilities:  Work had begun on this topic but LW and PB needed to progress this further  asap. Action: PB and LW.

Sustainability and the climate emergency , to cut across all topic areas, --  board content will be produced by PB. Action: PB

Video:  PB will produce a guide for the topic content of the video to be shown at the event and distribute this to group chairs. Action: PB


6) Dates of next two Steering Group meetings
Wednesday 28th February 2024 at 6.30pm  
Wednesday 27th March 2024 at 6.30pm

The meeting ended at 8.16 pm. 
